
 

 

1st July 2022 
 

Dear Parents, 
 

Thank you to all of you who were able to join us today for our House 

Sports Day; the sudden rain shower is now a distant memory! I shall 

remember the sun shining on the assembled Prep community as we 

finished the day; thank you to each and every one of you for your 

support throughout. Well done to Corinthians for overall victory, 

and to all the staff, led by Mr McGregor on debut, for their hard 

work to ensure such a busy and fun afternoon.  
 

The last few days of the academic year are a busy time for families 

so I hope the following summary proves helpful for planning for the 

final two and a half days: 
 

Monday 4th July 

• Year 3 Prize Giving, 8.45 – 9.30am, Zoom link for parents* 

• Year 4 Prize Giving, 10.00 – 10.45am, Zoom link for parents* 

• Year 5 Prize Giving, 11.15 – 12.00pm, Zoom link for parents* 

• Mr Bown is running the Zoom link; please do sign in before the stated start time so that he can admit 

you in advance. These prize giving events include the awarding of the Form Academic and Progress 

Prizes as well as the end of term Values Certificates, Departmental Certificates and Library Awards. 

Only a limited number of children will receive an award. 

• Years 3 & 6 in games kit as normal, Years 4&5 in normal uniform as normal 
 

Tuesday 5th July 

• Reading House Activity Day. Everyone wears games kit. Bring in one book to recommend which they 

will take home. They can also bring in a second book to take part in the book swap, if they wish. If 

your child’s school shoes are on the verge of being replaced, you may bring them in and they can be 
donated to Clark’s ‘Shoe Share’ scheme. There will be a collection point for each year group. 

• Year 6 Leavers’ Event 
- Prize Giving, 5pm - 6.15pm, behind New School 

- Cricket v Parents, 6.15 - 7.30pm, Playing Fields 

- BBQ, 7.30 – 9pm, Prep Lawns 
 

Wednesday 6th July (half day) 

• Everyone wears home clothes. Year 6 dropped off at the main site; not the Astro. 

• Years 3&4 12.10pm collection, Years 5&6 12.30pm. Those with older siblings collect at 12.30pm 

• No Late Stay or Clubs 
 

*The Zoom link for the Year Group Prize Giving events has also been sent to parents via PersePost. 
 

Form Groups 2022-23 

Earlier this week, children found out their new form groups for next academic year. The following staff will 

be form teachers: 
 

3A Mrs Jo Fenna 4A Mrs Clare Cassidy (Head of Year) 

3Alpha Mrs Emma Piper (Head of Year) 4Alpha Mr Dan Nicholes 

3Aleph Mr Raph de Albuquerque 4Aleph Mrs Jess Evans 

    

5A Mr Will Bidwell (Head of Year) 6A Ms Stef Abbott 

5Alpha Mr Dan Wansell 6Alpha Mrs Jo Coleman 

5Aleph Miss Eve Bonner 6Aleph Ms Annelise Sanders (Head of Year) 
 

Ms Pippa Barbour will return to 3A from maternity leave next summer and Mr Nat Farrant will take over 

4Aleph when Mrs Evans starts her maternity leave in October. Nat will be here from September as part of 



the games coaching staff. Children will find out their English and Maths teachers on Monday. Timetables will 

be provided on the first day of next term; this will also be made available on the Parent Portal. 
 

Sport 2022/23 

Next year games sessions will remain at the same times: 
 

Year 3: Monday and Thursday 11.15am-12.25pm 

Year 4: Tuesday 11.15am-12.25pm and Thursday 2.15 – 3.25pm 

Year 5: Tuesday and Friday 2.15-3.35pm 

Year 6: Monday and Wednesday 2.15-3.35pm 
 

U11 (Year 6), U10 (Year 5) and U9 (Year 4) fixtures will take place on the afternoons listed in italics. 
 

Artwork 

This week’s banners showcase Year 5’s radial prints, with block printing added to watercolour backgrounds. 

 

Parent, Pupil and Staff Surveys 

Thank you to those of you who took part in the parents’ survey completed earlier this term. It was striking to 

see overwhelming approval in all areas covered by the surveys, and satisfaction was high. The questions were 

designed on a 3-18 basis and so do not all correspond exactly to previous Prep surveys but it is clear to see 

overwhelming pride in the Prep and recognition of kindness, excellent relationships between staff and pupils 

and a healthy degree of challenge. 
 

Of course, we appreciate helpful suggestions and ideas. Having engineered a clubs programme last year to 

withstand all that Covid would wreak, we have now been able to re-introduce more flexibility and variety 

with our choices of clubs such as Journalism, Greek Myths, Mandarin, Italian and Sign Language. We are 

reducing the number of extra pure academic clubs. 
 

Covid necessitated online parents’ evenings which brought benefits such as ease of access and no queues! 

However, the personal touch was lacking for the longer parents’ evenings and we agree with the many 

parents who would like to return to in-person events so that they can build relations with their child’s 
teachers. Next year all Parents’ Evenings will be in-person other than the 1:1 ten-minute meeting with your 

child’s Form Teacher which will stay online. The Introductory Parents’ Evening at the start of the year will 
revert to in-person so that you get to meet the Form Teacher and other parents, as will the Academic Parents’ 
Evening mid-year at which you can book appointments with a range of your child’s teachers. These will be 
timed appointments. 
 

Online media does have other benefits; we shall be exploring this further in terms of offering a range of 

parent talks which can be accessed at times which suit all parents. Mrs Robertson and Mr Bown will lead on 

this as we build a bank of resources to help support parents with childhood anxiety, anger management, 

healthy lifestyles, healthy relationships, academic expectations, homework and assessments.   
 

In terms of food, some responses referred to the number of cakes served at morning break. This is now being 

reduced. Unsurprisingly, Cambridge traffic remains a concern. I hope that parents appreciate the school’s 
efforts to mitigate queuing by staggering pick-up times with homework club, and pick-up at the playing fields. 
 

I would hope that you are not surprised to hear that, once again, a key theme running throughout the 

feedback was that your children are enthused and happy to be at this school, and long may this continue, 

especially now that they can experience the full breadth of a Prep Summer Term which provides such distinct 

childhood memories. 
 

We also conducted a Pupil Survey and Staff Survey at the same time. We are awaiting results of the latter 

but today we shared the findings of the former in assembly. It is worth noting that all scores either increased 

or stayed the same since the last survey back in 2019. I am always interested in the astute nature of the 

children’s comments, with the following themes emerging: more variety in break time snacks, refilling the 

salad bar more regularly, better equipment to play with at breaktimes, increased opportunities for mixed 

sport in younger years and a school pet! We are already looking at improvements for next year. 



 

 

Year 5 Fête de la Francophonie 

Year 5’s French Day went global this year with a range of activities, inspired by French-speaking countries 

around the world. During the day, children tried their hand at whipping up the tastiest mayonnaise. Then it 

was off to the Art Room to create a Madagascar-inspired baobab pastel picture. They wrapped up the 

morning with a French fashion show, strutting their stuff down the catwalk while sporting an array of hats 

from Senegal, Canada, Luxembourg and Vanuatu – although they were arguably upstaged by Monsieur 

Bidwell, aka Zoolander! After a French-

themed lunch, the children were treated 

to a bilingual theatre performance of 

‘The World’s Gone French!’ and then 
there was only one way to round off the 

day: on the lawn enjoying les glaces – 

ordered in French, bien sur! Un grand 

merci to the Y10 students from the 

Upper who supported throughout the 

day; Madame Hughes, Head of French at 

the Upper; and the Prep Francophiles: 

Madame West, Monsieur Wansell and 

Monsieur Reston. 
 

Year 6 Perse Independent Study 

Wednesday morning saw the inaugural Year 6 Independent 

Study Homework Exhibition in the Hall. The children have 

been working on a variety of personal projects this term for 

one of their weekly homework slots. A third of the children 

were keen to become exhibitors, displaying what they had 

worked on and considering how to explain their process 

and outcomes to others in their year group. The rest of Year 

6 then attended the exhibition as visitors, learning about 

diverse projects such as a raspberry pi coded robot, 

Shakespeare’s family tree, a cricket magazine, exquisite silk 
printing, an atlas of European countries, a maths game 

(Snakes and Adders), a variety of Scratch computer games and some beautifully produced artwork. The 

children evaluated their learning, commenting they had developed a number of crucial skills including time 

management, effective research, independence, creativity, initiative, perseverance and public speaking. 
 

Summer Holiday Challenges 

When the holidays come, we hope that the children all 

have a special summer and a good break from school. In 

case of any rain interruptions, we have provided a list of 

various challenges that children may want to dip into over 

the long break – your child has been provided with a hard 

copy of this to stick up in the kitchen or in their bedroom! 

All of these are completely optional; we hope you have 

some fun. 
 

Rewards and Sanctions 

One of the children’s assembly highlights of the year is Mr 
Knowles’s end of year update on Rewards and Sanctions, 
highlighting how this process works. He gave some interesting statistics, such as the number of Housepoints 

given (58,212 – an average per pupil of 206), the number of Fridays given (156 – average 0.55) and the 

number of Deputy Head Detentions (45 – average 0.16). It is good to see a consistent share of Housepoints 

between the year groups (Year 3 24%, Year 4 25%, Year 5 26%, Year 6 25%)! 
 



Library 

Please could all Year 6 pupils use the weekend as an opportunity to 

find any outstanding library books and return them to Ms West 

before the end of term. Thank you. 
 

Pelican to Prep Minibus 

Unfortunately, we remain unable to provide a minibus to ferry younger siblings from the Pelican to the Prep 

at the end of the school day, mainly due to continued difficulties in recruiting minibus drivers. 
 

Lost Property 

Ollie Denny-Gouldson’s named black Perse waterproof; if found, please return to Reception. 
 

Junior Maths Kangaroo 

The Junior Kangaroo is a follow-on round to the UK Junior Mathematical Challenge and is a 60-minute, 

multiple-choice Challenge consisting of 25 problems for children under the age of 13. Well done to Sylvan 

Amads, Kavin Gahlaut, Theodore Hirzel and John Jeffreys for being awarded their qualification certificates 

and to Isabel Tong and Maggie Kent for their outstanding Merit certificates. Maggie came in the top ten of 

all Perse entries including Year 7 and Year 8. Of course, James Cheng and Daniel Fannon had already qualified 

for the UK Junior Olympiad which is at an even higher level – this is so complicated that results don’t come 
through until September! 
 

Certificates and Awards 
Congratulations to Samit Salaunkey for his reading quest; Ivy Green 

for her medal running 4km in the Stapleford Fun Run; Liam Whelan 

for his runners-up medal in the East of England football 

tournament for Godmanchester Rovers and winning medal for St 

Giles CC in the Cambridgeshire Cricket Cup, Zac Brennan for his 

runners-up medal in the East of England football tournament for 

Godmanchester Rovers and being awarded the U11 King’s 
Teammate Trophy for Trumpington FC; Andrew Villaverde on being 

awarded the top scorer Golden Boot award for the U8 King’s side for 
Trumpington FC; Dhruv Ghildyal for his bronze medal in the Central 

& East Tour Grade 5 tennis tournament; Maggie Kent for her 

runners-up medal at the Newmarket Town U11 Football 

Tournament with Trumpington Tigers; Felix McDonald and Ellie Zhu 

for their rubber duck ‘medals’ for winning their U8 50m freestyle 

races, and Ellie also the 100m backstroke in the City of Cambridge 

swimming gala; Sophie Prewett van Beesten for her ABRSM Grade 

2 Singing with Merit; Jacqueline Danesh for her Trinity Grade 2 

Piano with Distinction; Daniel Fannon on his Grade 2 Guitar with Distinction; Adam Agarizaev on his Grade 2 

Guitar with Merit. 

Congratulations to the following on achieving their Platinum certificates: Florence Boyle, Nikita Brogan, 

Robert Carter, Charlotte Gower, Olivia Griffiths, Anaiya Gupta, Freddie Heftman, Umar Ibrahim, Anna 

Kreckler, Lily Liang, Yiliang Liu, Beau Martinez-McCune, Harry Pickard, Jessica Ryan, Aditi Shadakshari, Oli 

Taylor, Isabel Tong, Jago Vindis, Thea Wiseman, Fred Woodman, Joyce Xiao, Jiho Yoo and Damian Zupan; 

And for achieving her Titanium certificate: Elizabeth Kennedy. Scores on the Doors are as follows: 
 

Yours sincerely 

James Piper 

Head 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

SPORTS DAY PRIZES 

New school records highlighted in purple. 75/100m and Ball Throw records started in 2016; 300/400m 

records in 2019. 

 

Competition Boys Girls House 

Year 3 75m Andrew Villaverde 11.42s Aurora Short 12.84s Corinthians 
 2022 Andrew Villaverde 11.42s 2019 Sophie Lewis 12.69s  

Year 4 75m Adam Agarizaev 12.16s Eryn Jonas 12.32s Foresters 

 2016 Tobias Franklin 11.40s 2018 Elodie Bowen-Sanders 12.20s  

Year 5 100m Hugo Lindemann 14.12s Bella Lloyd 15.50s Nomads 
 2022 Hugo Lindemann 14.12s 2019 Elodie Bowen-Sanders 15.28s  

Year 6 100m Daniel Fannon 14.75s Maggie Kent 15.57s Corinthians 
 2020 Jonathan Tan 14.02s 2020 Elodie Bowen-Sanders 14.09s  

Year 3 300m Nicky Williams 1:00.58s Aurora Short 1:13.93s Corinthians 
 2022 Nicky Williams 1:00.58s 2019 Maggie Kent 1:02.98s  

Year 4 300m George Pullan 56.94s Eryn Jonas 58.55s Foresters 
 2019 Zachary Shkarupa 54.56s 2022 Eryn Jonas 58.55s  

Year 5 400m Hugo Lindemann 1:13.48s Eunice Stuart-Wallace 1:21.45s Nomads 
 2019 Cassius Abood 1:11.15s 2020 Jasmine Christmas 1:16.76s  

Year 6 400m Jack Collins 1:16.14s Maggie Kent 1:18.41s Corinthians 
 2020 Jonathan Tan 1:10.06s 2021 Jasmine Christmas 1:15.73s  

Year 3 Ball Throw Sam D’Arcy 27.60m Ellie Zhu 20.00m B-C-F / Nom 
 2021 Thomas Lance 34.00m 2021 Lillian Ke 23.60m  

Year 4 Ball Throw Tom Lance 40.57m Julia Saklatvala 24.16m Bar / Bar 

 2017 Nico Gilchrist 41.80m 2019 Athene Ross 27.50m  

Year 5 Ball Throw Jack Robertson 40.50s Sophie Newhouse 36.46m Bar / N-C 

 2018 William Barker 41.55m 2020 Athene Ross 36.65m  

Year 6 Ball Throw Daniel Fannon 42.10m Emily Herriot 26.15m Nom / Bar 
 2019 Nico Gilchrist 46.10m 2020 Elodie Bowen-Sanders 40.30m  

Year 3 Tug-o-War Foresters Nomads 

Year 4 Tug-o-War Nomads Nomads 

Year 5 Tug-o-War Foresters Foresters 

Year 6 Tug-o-War Corinthians Barbarians 

Whole School 

Relay 
Corinthians 

House Sports Day 

Cup 

1st Corinthians (740pts) 

2nd Nomads (710pts), 3rd= Barbarians & Foresters (600pts) 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Photos from our Sports Day 



  



 

 

We value endeavour, intellectual curiosity and scholarship, breadth and balance, one another 

and our environment. 

Photos from the Year 6 Perse Independent Study 

Exhibition 


