27th May 2022
Dear Parents,
It was Platinum Jubilee party-time today at the Prep; an
historic celebration for all of us! As half term starts, I hope
that the children are able to re-charge their batteries and
also find a time to enjoy and take part with you in the
national celebrations towards the end of next week.
Today we welcomed Sue Freestone OBE, one of the Deputy
Lieutenants of Cambridgeshire, to speak to and meet with
the children in the morning. This visit was followed by a
range of activities for the children including Welsh Singing,
Great English Biscuit Making, Irish Shamrock Origami and
finished with a whole-school Scottish Ceilidh on the top playground led by Mrs Piper! Bunting, picnic lunches,
a brass band, a dash of red, white and blue and plenty
of patriotic singing helped sign off this first half of term.
Many thanks to Mr Reston and Mrs Evans for leading
the planning for this day.

The past week has seen the Year 6 enjoy a
wonderful four-day trip to Bawdsey Manor, in
Suffolk. My thanks to Mr Reston and his staff team
(Miss Abbasi, Ms Abbott, Miss Bareham, Mrs
Coleman, Mr Knowles, Mrs Sanders and Mrs Seed) who made this such a special trip. A selection of
photographs appears at the end of this newsletter; we shall be publishing a tour video after half term.
Not quite sated with activity, the Year 6 finished their POP (Prep Outdoor Pursuits) programme on Tuesday
with orienteering and water sports at Milton Country Park. On a different note, thank you to 4Aleph for their
Form Assembly on Growth Mindset, and to 3Aleph for their Form Concert as they performed so well in front
of parents and peers. Today we entered a recording of the National Anthem for the St Paul’s Cathedral Jubilee
Compilation; this was hot on the heels of a rather special choral collaboration with Thomas’s Kensington
whom we hosted yesterday for a series of
workshops and an afternoon concert. We loved
the recitals of Ave Verum, Jacob and Sons, C’est
Pas Compliqué, Can You Hear Me including sign
language actions, and Sing, with which the whole
School could join in. My thanks to Mr Harris for
organising this event and ensuring that our
visitors could enjoy the wonders of grass break as
they escaped London tarmac playgrounds!
After half term we only have four and a half weeks left before the summer holidays and we start with our
Activities Week. Parents will today be receiving a PersePost with specific details for their child’s year group,
including what to wear each day. An overview of the whole programme can be found at the end of this
newsletter; it will clearly be an exhilarating week for everyone involved, with trips and Science talks. I am
hugely grateful to the twenty-two parents able to spare precious time to act as role models to the children
by giving Science talks and practicals; thank you. I look forward to listing these parents and the topics of their
sessions in the next newsletter. As for homework, this will be set in English, Maths and Science only in this
week.

Summer Concerts – Monday 13th and Tuesday 14th June
Having missed our Summer Concerts over the past two years, I would like to explain that every child will be
involved in one of the upcoming concerts at the Peter Hall Performing Arts Centre at the Upper. For Years
3&4 this will be from 6-6.50pm on Monday 13th June with a range of junior ensembles and finishing with
everyone on stage for a choral finale. Years 5&6 have their turn on Tuesday 14th June with a first half (66.50pm) consisting of senior ensembles. The second half (7.10 – 8pm) will consist of more ensembles and
climax with every child on stage for a choral finale. Parents may book their seats for any of the above options
via the PersePost sent this week. For those unable to attend, please collect your child from the Upper after
each Concert. Refreshments will be available from 5.30pm onwards, and also at the interval on Tuesday.

Sports Day – Friday 1st July
Advance warning of our Sports Day, which starts at 1pm on the final Friday of term. The fields at Porson Road
will be open for parking and picnics from 12pm onwards. There will be four activities (one for each year
group) happening simultaneously – 75/100m, 300/400m, ball throw and tug-o-war and every child will be
involved in each event. We round the afternoon off with a whole school relay and aim to be ready for pick
up and after school clubs to take place as normal. We look forward to seeing you at this event, supporting
your child and their House.

Prize Givings – Monday 4th and Tuesday 5th July

Prize Givings for Years 3, 4 and 5 are internal events on the morning of Monday 4th July (Year 3: 8.45 – 9.30am,
Year 4: 10 – 10.45am, Year 5: 11.15am – 12pm). We shall provide a Zoom link for those who are able, and
would like, to join remotely. These end of year events will include the Form Academic and Form Progress
Prizes as well as the end of term Values Certificates, Departmental Certificates and Library Awards. Only a
limited number of children will receive an award at these events.
Year 6 have a Leavers’ Event on Tuesday 5th July to which we welcome parents and wider families. This starts
with a Prize Giving (5 - 6.15pm) followed by cricket matches against the parents (6.15 – 7.30pm) and then a
BBQ (7.30 – 9pm). The focus is on our Year 6 leavers but, if well-looked after by parents, we are happy for
younger or older siblings to attend, or even other members of the family. The Year 6 Prize Giving includes
the Form Academic and Form Progress Prizes as well as the Academic, Music, Drama and Sport Trophies. We
also award the Greg Harper Spirit of Perse Award as well as the end of term Values Trophies, Departmental
Certificates and Library Awards. All children will receive an award at this event. Prize Givings will be held
outside, behind New School (or in the Hall if poor weather).

Routledge House Cup
Well done to Foresters who have managed to hold off the other three Houses to win the House Cup for this
half of term. Damian Zupan was the leading Year 6 housepoint scorer for Foresters; the full results are as
follows:

Artwork
This week’s art showcases Year 5 chair designs and Year 6 desk tidies as well as a selection from the Year 5
photography project. For the latter, children have been inspired by Karl Blossfeldt to capture their own
images of various natural forms, experimenting with lighting before exploring the editing suite.

Sports Fixtures
For next week, parents are very welcome to attend the following matches:
Wednesday 8th June
2.30pm: U11 A/B/C Boys’ Cricket v St John’s (H). Collect at 5pm from the Playing Fields.
2.30pm: U11 A/B/C Girls’ Cricket v St John’s (A). Collect at 5pm from the Prep.
2.30pm: U11 D Boys’ & Girls’ Internal Cricket Match. Collect at 4.30pm from Playing Fields.
Thursday 9th June
3.15pm: U9 A/B/C/D Girls’ Cricket v St Faith’s (H). Collect at 4.45pm from the Playing Fields.
3.15pm: U9 A/B/C/D Boys’ Cricket v St Faith’s (A). Collect at 5pm from the Prep.
Friday 10th June
2.30pm: U10 A/B/C/D Boys’ Cricket v King’s (H). Collect at 5pm from the Playing Fields.
2.30pm: U10 A/B/C/D Girls’ Cricket v King’s (A). Collect at 5.30pm from the Prep

U11 Tennis IAPS National Finals
Many thanks to Etienne Lamb & Steven Wang, Hugo Lindemann & Robert McFadzean-Ferguson and their
families for giving up so much time last Sunday and Monday to represent the School in the U11 National
Finals. All four players demonstrated outstanding skills, temperament and attitude, especially considering
that Steven was playing two years up, and the rest of the squad one year up. Hugo and Robert came 7th in
the B competition, and Etienne and Steven came 4th in the whole country. Thank you to Mr McGregor for
accompanying the squad on both days.

PSHE ‘Life Bus’
As part of our PSHE curriculum, a mobile classroom from the Cambridge and Peterborough Life Education
Centre will be visiting on 8th and 9th June for Year 3 and Year 5 during Activity Week. All these children will

have a lesson in their high-tech classroom, appropriate to their age and understanding and will be developing
the necessary skills, knowledge and understanding about the human body in order for them to make healthy
choices. Year 3 will look at “It’s great to be me” (how organs work together as systems inside the body, and
personal safety and behaviour). Year 5 will look at “Decisions” (peer influences and group dynamics, and the
effects of drugs on the organs and systems of the body). If parents are interested to see this for themselves,
there are spaces to come for a 20-minute presentation (8.30 - 8.50am or 3 - 3.20pm on Thursday 9th June). If
you do wish to attend, please email Jackie Wright (prepadmin@perse.co.uk) with your preferred timing;
places will be allocated to those who reply first. Parents should park at the playing fields during these times.

French & Art Mash-Up
Mrs Soares Winter forwarded this work from Year 4 who clearly had fun
hiding their recently created ‘oiseaux’ around the school grounds

PPP Autumn BBQ – Sunday 18th September 2022
The PPP will be running the ever-popular Autumn BBQ on Sunday 18th September 12-2pm to welcome new
and existing families at the start of term and to raise funds for our nominated charities EACH and Shepreth
Wildlife Conservation Charity. As always, for an event on this scale to happen, we rely on the generous help
from the parent body to make the event so special. In preparation for the event we are looking for:
• A bottle of any description for the adult tombola
• Raffle prizes eg bottles, toiletries, jams, chocolates, candles, wine, fizz and other small treats or gifts
• Good quality pre-loved toys and books suitable for Prep age children only
• Children’s Tombola – Prizes MUST be new. These could include a voucher, a toy or gadget, stationery
and other accessories. Please email Zoe Robson at zafrobson@gmail.com with your details before
leaving your prize behind Reception for safe keeping.
We would be extremely grateful for volunteers to help out on one of the stalls for 30 minutes on the
day.More details will follow in the coming weeks including how to sign up to help, how to buy your entry
ticket, raffle tickets and tokens. For now, we would be grateful if you could mark the date in your diary!

Certificates and Awards
Congratulations to Noah Higham-Lee, Zak Khan and Daniel
Shenker for their reading quest badges; Daniel Teng and
Nivedh Vinodhkumar for respectively both coming 3rd in the
U8 and U10 Delancey UK Chess Championships West Anglia
Megafinals and qualifying for the National Gigafinal; Sophie
Newhouse on her LAMDA award with Distinction; Theodora
Pring on her LAMDA Grade 1 award with Distinction; Atharv
Kurade for starring with 37 runs when captaining
Cambridgeshire U10 cricket side; Leopold de Ris on receiving his Blue Peter Sport Badge; Beau MartinezMcCune for helping the Cambridgeshire U10 Tennis side defeat Nottinghamshire, Lincolnshire and
Northamptonshire to qualify for the National County Cup Finals in Bath in June and Francesca He in Year 5
for her astonishing double of Grade 8 Piano with Distinction and Grade 8 Violin with Distinction as well as an
offer letter from the Royal College of Music Junior Department.

Congratulations to the following on achieving Gold certificates: Harry Lance; and on their Platinum
certificates: Sam Brennan, Fred Brisby, Sam Brixey, Catherine Cope, Lara Daubeney, Arthur Davis, George
de Albuquerque, Clara Gohel, Ivy Green, Rania Hassanain, Joyce He, Anneliese Heck, Noah Higham-Lee,
Jack Jarman, Conrad Lally, Tom Lance, Adam Lee, Joseph Lilley, Bella Lloyd, Tom McDade, Billy Norton, Karl
Nguyen, Sara Omori Rison, Nandika Prasad, Maggie Rowan-Robinson, Julia Saklatvala, Arabella
Sedgemore, Harriet Sedgemore, Aarav Shadakshari, Aurora Short, Steven Wang, Dina Wortley; and
Titanium Certificate: Jacqueline Danesh and William Reddy.
Yours sincerely

James Piper
Head

Y6 Leavers’ Trip

