17th June 2022
Dear Parents,
I start with my immense gratitude to all those who helped
this week’s outstanding Summer Concerts take place –
whether with logistics, supervision, catering or technical
support. A particular thank you to the dedicated team of
music peris and to Paul Harris for overseeing two
memorable evenings at the Peter Hall Performing Arts
Centre. It was poignant to have every child involved in
these flagship concerts and to be belting out Sing as the
finale; it was not long ago that the pandemic meant that
there was a ban on community singing…!
Thirty-two of the children still have music exams to come over the next week and we wish them all the very
best. We are also looking forward to the Year 5 Centre Stage performance of Hillaire Belloc’s Cautionary Tales
in the Prep Hall on Wednesday at 6pm and the finals of the whole-school Balloon Debate next Thursday.
Most days of the year now seem to celebrate an important charity or event –
well done to 5Aleph and Miss Bonner for managing to combine International
Bath Day and Blood Donor Day into one brilliant Form Assembly! Yesterday we
explored Food Sustainability with a guest speaker from the school’s caterers
and today we found out about the origins of Pride Month and why the rainbow
was adopted as the symbol of hope for the LGBTQ+ community. You will notice
a rainbow flag flying beside our House Flag for the remainder of the month. Well
done also to our POD reps who found time to meet Denise Williams, the Perse
Safeguarding Governor, and also visit the Pelican Parliament to share ideas.
It has been a very busy last couple of weeks; I am sure that your children will be
suffering a little from the heat and from tiredness so I do urge some downtime
over the next few days. School life settles a little for the next two weeks before
our final main events of the year.

Rubik’s Cubes

I am a big fan of Rubik’s Cubes; they can be a wonderful toy to help stretch children’s concentration and
problem-solving. We are currently seeing a craze but, unfortunately, as with many crazes too much isn’t such
a good thing! It seems that more and more expensive cubes are being brought into school and a handful of
children have thought it would be a good idea to trade these. With only twelve and a half days of school to
go, I have told the children to leave these toys at home for the rest of term.

Calendar for final 12½ days of school
Monday 20th June
5A Art Trip to the Upper (1.40 – 3.25pm)
Wednesday 22nd June
5Aleph Art Trip to the Upper (10.40 – 12.25pm)
Year 5 Centre Stage Production: Cautionary Tales (6 – 6.45pm)
Thursday 23rd June
5Alpha Art Trip to the Upper (10.40 – 12.25pm)
Monday 27th June
Year 5 French Day (wear colours from Francophone countries)
Thursday 30th June
Years 6 Move Up Day. Wear games kit. 5.45pm collection from the Upper
Friday 1st July
Sports Day, 1 – 3.30pm. Wear games kit

Monday 4th July
Year 3 Prize Giving, 8.45 – 9.30am, Zoom link for parents
Year 4 Prize Giving, 10.00 – 10.45am, Zoom link for parents
Year 5 Prize Giving, 11.15 – 12.00pm, Zoom link for parents
Tuesday 5th July
Reading House Activity Day. Wear games kit
Year 6 Leavers’ Event
- Prize Giving, 5pm - 6.15pm
- Cricket v Parents, 6.15 - 7.30pm
- BBQ, 7.30 – 9pm collection from the Prep
Wednesday 6th July
Final Day at the Prep. Wear home clothes*. 12.30pm collection
*£2 donation for Shepreth Wildlife Conservation Charity will be collected via the termly bill for all children.
If you wish to opt out of donating for this for your child via the termly bill then please email fees@perse.co.uk
and the charge will be removed from the bill.
The Zoom link for the Year Group Prize Giving events will be sent to parents in due course.

Sports Fixtures
For next week, parents are very welcome to attend the following matches. Note that House Matches take
place during the school day so will mean normal pick-up arrangements.
Monday 20th June
2.30pm: Year 6 Girls’ & Boys’ Cricket House Match semi-finals. Finals will now be on Monday 27th June
Tuesday 21st June
2.30pm: Year 5 Girls’ & Boys’ Cricket House Match semi-finals. Finals will now be on Friday 24th June
Wednesday 22nd June
2.30pm: U11 A/C/D Girls’ Cricket v SPF (Dame Bradbury’s) (H). Collect at 4.30pm from the Playing Fields
2.30pm: U11 A/C/D Boys’ Cricket v SPF (Dame Bradbury’s) (A). Collect at 6pm from the Prep
U11 B teams are having a games lesson as normal
Thursday 23rd June
11.15am: Year 3 Cricket House Match Finals
2.30pm: Year 4 Girls’ & Boys’ Cricket House Match Finals

Sports Day – Friday 1st July
A reminder that our Sports Day starts at 1pm on the final Friday of term. The fields at Porson Road will be
open for parking and picnics from 12pm onwards. There will be four activities (one for each year group)
happening simultaneously – 75/100m, 300/400m, ball throw and tug-o-war and every child will be involved
in each event. We round the afternoon off with a whole school relay and aim to be ready for pick up and
after school clubs to take place as normal. We look forward to seeing you at this event, supporting your child
and their House.

Year 6 Leavers’ Event – Tuesday 5th July

Year 6 have a Leavers’ Event on Tuesday 5th July to which we welcome parents and wider families. This starts
with a Prize Giving (5 - 6.15pm) followed by cricket matches against the parents (6.15 – 7.30pm) and then a
BBQ (7.30 – 9pm). The focus is on our Year 6 leavers but, if well-looked after by parents, we are happy for
younger or older siblings to attend, and other members of the family. The Year 6 Prize Giving includes the
Form Academic and Form Progress Prizes as well as the Academic, Music, Drama and Sport Trophies. We also
award the Greg Harper Spirit of Perse Award as well as the end of term Values Trophies, Departmental
Certificates and Library Awards. All children will receive an award at this event. The Prize Giving will be held
outside, behind New School (or in the Hall if poor weather).

Reading Festival and Author Visit – Tuesday 5th July
As part of our celebration of reading on the penultimate day of term, we are
thrilled to be welcoming Nizrana Farook, author of hit books The Boy who Met
a Whale, The Girl who Stole an Elephant and The Girl who Lost a Leopard.
Signed copies are available to buy through Parent Pay
https://www.parentpay.com. NB to ensure all books are shipped and arrive
on time before the end of term, the Parent Pay shop will close on
Wednesday 29th June. If you would like your child’s name in the dedication
please write it in the comment box.

Perse Bus Routes
Can I remind parents that The Perse operates three daily school bus routes. Information about the bus routes
can be found at www.perse.co.uk/bus-services.co.uk, including information about how to sign up. As petrol
prices rise, bus travel is cost effective and environmentally friendly, saving travel time for busy parents and
providing pupils with a safe and sociable way to travel.

Second-hand Uniform Sales
Thank you to all who have supported the second-hand uniform sales this year either by purchasing or
donating uniform. If you have any final requests before the summer holiday for next sizes up in uniform so
that you are sorted for September please do email Catherine Keen before next Friday 24th June –
catherine_keen2000@yahoo.co.uk.

Certificates and Awards
Congratulations to Henry Bowler, Nandika Prasad and Daria Minasyan on being
awarded their reading quests badges; Etienne Lamb and Beau MartinezMcCune who helped Cambridgeshire come third in the LTA County U10 Tennis
National Finals in Bath, defeating Oxfordshire, East of Scotland and Middlesex
but losing to Kent; George Pullan (24.15), Tom Kelliher (24.19), and Harry
Kelliher (28.18), on participating in the Wimpole 5km Park Run, finishing first,
second and fifth in their respective age group races; and well done to Henry
Bowler, Luke D'Arcy, Marianne Gouliouris, Sophie Hull, Eryn Jonas, Tom
Kelliher, Adam Lee, Hugo Lindemann, Bella Lloyd, Henry Lloyd, Hugo Magliano, George Pullan, Toby
Rayner, Julia Saklatvala, Arabella Sedgemore, Torrin Somner, Eunice Stewart-Wallace, Eda Tunca and Jago
Vindis who all took part in the East Area Athletics Meet at Wilberforce Road.
Congratulations to the following on achieving their Platinum certificates: Adam Agarizaev, Jeeon
Bhattacharya, Rosie Colvin, Angelica Gupta, Florence Haughton, Husayn Jawaid, Anamaya Kumar, Sam
O'Reilly, Miriam Ponder, Peter Rimell, Adam Roth, Nishtha Tiwary and Ellie Zhu. Scores on the Doors are as
follows:
Yours sincerely

James Piper
Head

Images from Tuesday’s Year 5&6 Summer Concert

Images from last week’s Year 4 visit to The Playground

We value endeavour, intellectual curiosity and scholarship, breadth and balance, one another
and our environment.

