13th May 2022
Dear Parents,
My thanks to all of our Year 6 children who were involved as tour
guides today as over 55 families visited the Prep in the sunshine. The
children are superb ambassadors for the School and enjoyed the
challenge of showing our visitors around.
Many of these same children were also involved in tours yesterday as, just before they start their study leave
for A-Levels, fifty-three Upper Sixth students returned to the Prep for the first time since 2015 to see old
staff, spot the many changes to the site and, above all, reminisce over the many happy memories they had
of the Prep. They all received their own Leavers’ Book to celebrate the day. We wish them all the best for the
next few weeks of exams.
Prep children have worked hard in their recent academic assessments in English, Maths and Science. Year 6
received results today, with Year 3 hearing their results next Thursday, and Years 4&5 next Friday. We expect
to see children working equally hard in the wider elements of school life over the rest of this term; there is
much to look forward to, with the Year 4 overnight camp starting as you read this. My thanks to Mrs Evans
and the Upper PES team for organising all of this, with the support of Mrs Soares Winter, Mrs Cassidy, Mr
Reston and Mr Knowles. Parents should collect their children from the Prep site at 9.00am tomorrow
morning.

Staffing
In staffing news, can I congratulate Amie Montecalvo on her move to Cambridge Contemporary Arts at the
end of this term as their Supervisor & Digital Marketer. We shall miss her very much, especially with her
contribution to Art, DT and Late Stay. I am delighted that we have appointed Sally Matthews as our new Art
& DT Teaching Assistant from September. Sally has a First in Fine Art at Norwich University and has been a
TA at Park Street Primary for the past year, with a special responsibility for Art.
We have appointed Nat Farrant as maternity cover teacher for Jess Evans for next academic year. Nat has a
2:1 in Sport & PE and a PGCE from the University of Bedfordshire. He has been a Year 5&6 Class Teacher at
Barton Primary School for the past three years. He currently is involved in coaching at Cambridge City
Hockey Club and also plays for their 1st XI.
Jacob Butler joins the Prep in September as a Sports TA. Jacob has recently qualified from Long Road Sixth
Form College and the College of West Anglia and has a wealth of experience and qualifications across all
the sports played at the Prep, especially football.

With Ros West on maternity leave next year, we have Catrin Osborne joining us as Library TA. Catrin has a
First in English from Birmingham University and is currently coming towards the end of a PGCE at
Cambridge University.
Finally, although Pippa Barbour does not start her maternity leave until half term, she hands over her
teaching to Laura Robertson from the start of next week. Many thanks to the 3A parents who contributed
to presents for Pippa after assembly today; she will be ensuring a smooth transition for your children over
the next couple of weeks.

Year 3 Form Concert – Tuesday 17th May
It was lovely to see so many parents in school for the inaugural 3Alpha Form Concert in the Hall last week.
My thanks to Mr Harris for creating such a relaxed atmosphere in which the children could shine. Next
Tuesday we look forward to the turn of 3A from 4-4.30pm. To avoid blocking the car park at this time, we ask
that you park at the Porson Road Playing Fields.

Whole School Photograph – Thursday 19th May
We are staging our biennial Whole School Photograph next Thursday shortly before 9.30am. Children should
all be in their summer school uniform, with blazer. Year 3 and Year 4 will do Games in their normal uniform
on this day and therefore should just bring in their trainers, but not their games kit.

DT Exhibition
Parents are very welcome to enjoy some of the children’s creations in DT this term by visiting the Exhibition
accompanied by their child at the end of the school day. A selection of children’s work is in the New School
entrance, with more in the first-floor gallery.

Coaches
Part of The Perse’s efforts to reduce the number of cars on the school run is by offering school buses. Do
check www.perse.co.uk/bus-services to see whether this might ease your logistics or family journeys. Parents
may book just mornings if they find it easier to collect in-person in the afternoons.

Year 6 Leavers’ Gift
Many thanks to those Year 6 families who have kindly donated
towards the Year 6 Leavers’ Legacy Gift which will result in the
following covered theatre space beside our Drama Studio.
Gifts are anonymous and are handled via the Development
Department. With Gift Aid declarations, any donations will be
worth an extra 25% to this exciting fundraising project.
Name: The Perse School – Annual Fund
Bank: Lloyds Bank Account Number: 03322474 Sort Code: 30-91-56

Reference: Year 6 Legacy Gift

Parents’ Survey
Thank you to everyone who took part in the recent Parents’ Survey. We do read all of the anonymised
responses and, along with the Upper and the Pelican, will report key findings and resulting actions to parents
in due course. The positive feedback and suggestions are hugely helpful as we strive to make the School even
better for your children.

Perse Junior School, Singapore
We look forward to welcoming back Tobias Bown after a busy week building links with the Perse Junior
School, Singapore and undertaking a quality assurance visit. Along with Tobias and Simon Armitage (Perse
Deputy Head International Schools & Projects) are Benyna Richards, Principal of Perse Singapore, and the
House Captain for Foresters, who was presented with a matching Perse International Globe trophy with
Foresters UK and Singapore combined currently in the lead.

Sports Fixtures
For next week, parents are very welcome to attend the following matches. Please note some changes to
scheduled matches to fit in with opposition schools.
Tuesday 17th May
3.15pm U10 A/B/C/D Boys’ Cricket v St Faith’s (A). Collect at 5pm from the fields.
3.15pm U10 A/B/C/D Girls’ Cricket v St Faith’s (H). Collect from the Prep at 5.15pm.
Please note the venues as above, not as I mistakenly mentioned in assembly this morning!
Wednesday 18th May
U11 A/B/C/D Girls’ & Boys’ Cricket v Gresham’s (A) and Beach Trip. Please note that, because of the New
Parents’ Evening at the Prep that evening, collection will be from the Upper at 7pm.

Athletics
Well done to our 25 athletes who took part in yesterday’s athletics meeting where the Prep came second
out of seven schools. Notable mentions to the following who all won their races: Tom Kelliher (100m), Sophie
Hull (800m) and Maggie Kent (800m).

Pint of Perse Virtual Seminar for Parents – Wednesday 8th June, 7pm
In “Over the Rainbow”: Music and the LGBTQ+ Experience, the Upper’s Director of Music, Ben Wingfield,
explores how musicians have made sense of the LGBTQ+ experience through time. How has the language of
music freed artists to explore aspects of LGBTQ+ life – and what, if any, obstacles are there to this pursuit?
Can a piece of music, in and of itself, be considered ‘queer’? The talk will also explore the rise of, and current
discussions around, queer musicology. If parents are interested, do sign up here either to attend in the
Lecture Theatre at the Upper, or for a Zoom livestream.

Mathematics Certificates
As part of a post-assessment treat, two of our Maths groups sat the U13 Junior
Maths Challenge, along with 250,000 other entrants. Well done to Daniel Fannon
and James Cheng for doing outstandingly well to come within the top 1% and qualify
for the next round which is the two-hour Olympiad, along with four children from
Year 7 at the Upper, and six children in Year 8. Well done also to Theodore Hirzel,
Maggie Kent, Kavin Gahlaut, Isabel Tong, John Jeffreys and Sylvan Amads who all
came in the top 4% and qualified for the Kangaroo round.
Well done also to the following for receiving these certificates:
Gold: Sylvan Amads, Sebastian Cartwright, James Cheng, Zac Clark, Austin De Young, Daniel Fannon, Kavin
Gahlaut, Theodore Hirzel, Umar Ibrahim, John Jeffreys, Maggie Kent, Harry Lance and Isabel Tong
Silver: Aadya Acharya, Davinia Cheng, George Hunter, Sulayman Jawaid, Amy Keen, Siobhan Monteith,
Shriya Siddharth, Reuben Shenker, Thavish Wickramasekera, Esther Wong and Chloe Yan
Bronze: Alex Balmus, Aurora Broodbank, Jack Collins, Benjamin Danesh, Clara Gohel, Arthur Hirzel, Ehsaan
Jethwa, Sarika Kondel-Laws, Rithvik Krishna, Bella Meng, Ferdie Piper and Ruolan Wang
Participation: Charlie Angus, Grace Butler, Kamran Djamarani, Olivia Griffiths, Esme Hall, Emily Herriot,
Rowan Riordan, Ella Scourfield, Liam Whelan, Zuyi Zhang and Damian Zupan.

Certificates and Awards
Congratulations to Alexander Daubeney and Carla Williams for their reading quest badges; George Crosby
on being runner up in the Suffolk Grand Prix U11 Tennis Tournament; Arthur Hirzel on his Grade 4 Singing
with Merit; Robert McFadzean-Ferguson on his Grade 8 Treble Recorder with Merit; Andrew Villaverde on
his LAMDA ‘Verse & Prose’ Award with Distinction; Reina Brogan, Bella Lloyd and Helena Harter on their
bronze medals for Cambridge City Hockey Club U10s in the Regional Tournament.
Congratulations to the following on achieving Gold certificates: Archie Barker, Sebastian Cartwright, Rufus
Crabb, Esme Hall, Max Jonas, Ehsaan Jethwa and Sophie Lewis; and on their Platinum certificates: Aurora
Broodbank, Ellie Cope, Benjamin Danesh, Elizabeth Davies, Leopold de Ris, Florence Fast, Marianne
Gouliouris, George Gregory, Annabel Griggs, Amy Keen, Henry Potter,Theodora Pring, Olivia Reynolds,
George Robson, Noah Scourfield, Lucas Simpson, Ronak Sinha, Niovi Skordos, Siobhan Wan and Yueer
Yuan. This week’s Scores on the Doors are as follows:
Yours sincerely

James Piper
Head

Images from
Year 6 POP
(Prep Outdoor
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the last four
weeks.
We value endeavour, intellectual curiosity and scholarship, breadth and balance, one another
and our environment.

