
 
1st April 2022 

 

Dear Parents, 
 

Your children have remained as ebullient as ever all the way to the end of 
this unusually long Lent Term. As we mark the second anniversary of the first 
lockdown, it is remarkable to recall all that they have experienced even since 
this January when so many restrictions were in place. Fortunately, remote 
learning is no longer in such high demand and we have enjoyed the expected 
community end of term events such as the Year 5 Medieval History Day, the 
Lent Concert, the House Cross-Country and The Great Perse Prep House Off. 
In line with many organisations, there has been regular staff absence, and 
so I am hugely grateful to the whole staff team for going over and above 
whilst ensuring a seamless and consistent education for your children. 
 

We start next term on Tuesday 19th April. Before then, there is a special 
period of holy days and holidays, especially for those celebrating Vaisakhi, 
or observing Ramadan, or marking Easter. I hope that your children are able 
to enjoy some family time and recharge batteries. 
 

The Great Perse Prep House Off 
Prep’s Got Talent has evolved 
into an all-encompassing House 
Day, dreamt up by our Head of 
Fun Mr Reston, aiming at 
involving all the children for as 
much of the day as possible. 
Sorted by House, and grouped in 

their House Families, the children have belted out songs in the House Shout with Mr Harris, engaged their 
brains in an amazing iPad interactive House Quiz, run through heats of the House Talent competition, and 
collaborated energetically in the House Active Competition with a variety of eggs, spoons and Easter Bunny 
ears! We finished an entertaining day with renditions of all of the House songs and also the finals of the 
House Talent Show, for which the following acts qualified: 
 

Barbarians: Seb Cartwright, Rithvik Krishna & Ferdie Piper, Maggie Rowan-Robinson & Eilidh Sinclair, Cillian 
Harrison & Umar Ibrahim 
Corinthians: Eryn Jonas, Theodora Pring & Jessica Ryan, Benjamin Keen 
Foresters: Conrad Lally, George de Albuquerque & Jack de Albuquerque, Arabella Wallace 
Nomads: Anaiya Gupta & Arabella Sedgemore, Elliot Wooley, Ellie Zhu 
 

The overall winners were Theodora Pring & Jessica Ryan for their original comedy show. 

 

Thank you also to Mrs Piper and her staff synchronised swimming team who entertained the children during 
the interval whilst the judges deliberated; we can share a clip here of their gold medal winning performance… 
 

Routledge House Cup 
A steady consolidation of points over the past few weeks has helped Nomads (3477pts) to claim top spot for 
this half of term and be awarded the Routledge House Cup, just pipping Corinthians (3458pts), with Foresters 
(3334pts) in 3rd place and Barbarians (3308pts) in 4th. Isabel Tong collected the trophy on behalf of her House 
as Nomads’ highest housepoint scorer this half of term. 
 

International House Trophy 
Links with Perse Singapore continue and Mr Bown is looking forward to making a visit next term to learn from 
all that they are doing. He will share some of the Perse Cambridge DNA and also present his hosts with a copy 
of our Globe Trophy which is now awarded to the leading International House each term. For this term’s 
International House Scores on the Doors, we would have 1st: Foresters (6444pts), 2nd: Barbarians (6394pts), 
3rd: Corinthians (6274pts), 4th: Nomads (6061pts). James Cheng and Ruolan Wang, House Elders for Foresters, 
collected the inaugural Globe Trophy. 
 

https://vimeo.com/694917384/f7bfcef8cd
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AkopG8_IuBw


On the subject of global links, can I remind parents that The Perse has two franchise schools, one in Singapore 
and one in Suzhou. Our international franchise schools exist to give children in other countries access to some 
of the benefits of a Perse education, whilst at the same time generating a profitable income stream that can 
be used to finance means-tested bursaries and site improvements at The Perse in Cambridge.  We are 
conscious that our Perse parent body is very well connected, and if any parents have thoughts on how we 
could grow our international franchise schools then Kathy Sawtell (knsawtell@perse.co.uk), our Business 
Development Director, would be delighted to hear from them. 
 

Lent Concert 
My thanks to the sixty-six children who took part in a rousing small 
ensemble concert earlier this week. The audience were treated to 
a wonderful range of music, from funk to classical. The trial of two 
halves to this event seemed to work well; I know that parents 
appreciated the ease of parking as well as the slightly shorter event 
for their own child. If you have any feedback on this new format, 
please do let us know at prep@perse.co.uk. My thanks to Mr Harris 
and the peris for putting on such an outstanding event for us all. 
 

Sport 
This week we have been able to run House Matches for the girls and the boys, with points all going towards 
the main House competition. Points are also combined across all four year groups to generate a winner for 
each individual sport.  
 

Netball:  Y3: Nomads Y4: Barbarians Y5: Corinthians Y6: Corinthians Overall: Corinthians 
 

Boys’ Hockey:  Y3: Foresters Y4: Nomads Y5: Corinthians Y6: Nomads  Overall: Nomads 
 

As for school fixtures in Years 4, 5 and 6, parents may be 
interested to know that sport at the Prep continues to 
shine brightly with 219 school fixtures in Years 4, 5 and 
6 this term. This has resulted in 70% wins, 10% draws 
and 20% losses, with breakdowns for the girls and boys 
as follows – Netball: 88% wins, 1% draws, 11% losses; 
Hockey: 58% wins, 16% draws, 27% losses. Well done to 
the children and their coaches for all their hard work. 

 

A record 258 children opted to brave the rain and muddy conditions to take part in the four age group races, 
with a slightly longer distance for Year 5 and 6. Having added up all the times, the Foresters were the overall 
winners of the House competition, having come first in Years 3 & 5; Nomads came first in Year 4 and 
Corinthians in Year 6. 
Individual winners and their times are given below (new school records marked with an *): 

 

Staffing Changes 
We wish Kate Marks all the best as she leaves us after five terms as a TA and Games Coach at the Prep. We 
have been fortunate to have gained from her intelligence, enthusiasm, energy, thoughtfulness and sporting 
excellence throughout her time here. Joining mid-pandemic might have thrown some new staff but Kate 
rolled up her sleeves and tackled any challenge head on, especially with her outstanding care for children of 
critical workers who were in school during the second lockdown. We wish Kate all the best as she continues 
with her PhD in Leeds and takes up a Research Post there – just to add to her BA, MPhil and three Blues from 
Cambridge! 

Year 6  Boys  Jack Collins  5:12*equal Year 6  Girls  Maggie Kent  5:10* 

Year 5 Boys  Hugo Lindemann  5:17* Year 5 Girls  Sophie Hull  5:47 

Year 4 Boys  George Pullan 3:17* Year 4 Girls  Arabella Sedgemore 3:42 

Year 3  Boys  Sam D’Arcy 3:35* Year 3  Girls  Aurora Short 3:55* 

mailto:knsawtell@perse.co.uk
mailto:prep@perse.co.uk


 

 

Next term we welcome back Sophia Abbasi as a Sports TA. Sophia was a GAP Student with us back in 2015-
16. She is fresh from a Masters in History from university and, amongst many things, will also bolster the staff 
cricket team! 
 

We wish Pippa Barbour all the best as she heads off on maternity leave on May 14th next term. May I remind 
you that Laura Robertson will take on the role of 3A Form Teacher for the rest of the academic year, and all 
of Pippa’s classes. Mrs Piper will act as Head of Year 3. 
 

Covid Update 
Currently we have the following number of children self-isolating from current positive Covid cases: Year 3 
one, Year 4 none, Year 5 none, Year 6 one. 
 

PODcast and Head’s Questions 
POD, our School Council, have produced a PODcast for the term here. Many thanks to Mr Reston for 
overseeing the process (and Mr Bown for his slick radio skills!) but special thanks to all the children as POD 
is one of the main formal ways of listening to the pupil voice. Two of our Year 6 reps, Maggie Kent and 
William Robson, give an update of Pupil Organised Democracy activity over the course of the year. 
 

Easter Holiday Challenges 
The only expected work for the holidays is for children in Year 4 to read Iron Man and those in Year 5 to read 
Myths and Legends. Copies of these books should have come home already. Year 6 do not have a set text to 
read but are encouraged to explore Shakespeare through the watching any Animated Tales, which can be 
found on YouTube (children should, of course, ask parents’ permission before going online). 
 

More general optional activities in English (writing a book review) and in Maths (solving puzzles) are available 
for anyone who is keen. These have been explained in class and can be found on Teams. 

 

Prep Office over the Easter Holiday 
The Prep School Office will be open Monday 4th – Wednesday 6th April between 9.30am – 3.00pm. If you 
need to get hold of us urgently over the holidays, do contact prep@perse.co.uk or telephone the Upper 
School on 01223 403800. 
 

Summer Term Calendar 
If parents would like to access the dates for next term’s events, then do refer to the pdf Calendar sent by 
PersePost today, which can be printed on A4. An e-version of this Calendar can be found on the school 
website; you can filter events by year group and import dates to your own calendars. Sports fixtures can also 
be accessed via SOCS. 
 

Summer Term Uniform, Water Bottles and Traffic Safety 
From the start of next term children should be wearing summer uniform which means polo shirts and either 
shorts, skirts or long trousers, or summer dresses. Blazers should continue to be worn to school. A reminder 
that long sleeve shirts and ties will no longer be on the uniform list for 2022-23. 
 

Summer games kit for boys and girls consists of white PE shirt, black shorts or skorts, and white PE socks. 
Tracksuit trousers and hoodies can be worn if it is cold. This is also the games kit for school matches. Winter 
games shirts and socks should be left at home.  
 

As the weather brightens, children also need a suitable hat / cap. We ask that children wear a Perse hat / cap 
rather than non-uniform headgear brought in from home. Broad brimmed cream hats are available from the 

Reception for £12.50 in small, medium and large sizes. For those who would 
like a cap, these are available at £17 from Mr Cricket here. These are fully 
adjustable and so should last for many years. 

 

A reminder that all children should have a named water bottle in school. For hygiene reasons, our water 
fountains are now only suitable for refilling bottles. 
 

Finally, the recent traffic incident on Trumpington Road serves as a reminder for all of us to be highly sensitive 
to the safety of all those travelling around the School, whether on foot, by bike or by car. 

https://vimeo.com/694000428/82e8978a26
mailto:prep@perse.co.uk
https://www.perse.co.uk/calendar/
https://www.perseschoolkit.co.uk/shop/cricket-cap/


Science Week – Monday 6th – Friday 10th June 
If any parents would like to participate this year with a science-related 
session, please register your interest via this online form. Ms Abbott, our 
Head of Science (spabbott@perse.co.uk), will then be in touch to confirm 
details. We are so grateful for the fantastic contributions made by Prep 
parents and are hopeful that you might be able to spare some precious time 
to help out in the week after the summer half term. These can be talks to a 
whole year group, or three shorter sessions for each class in a year group. 
 

Giving Notice for the end of the Summer Term 
Parents are required to give one term’s notice of any pupil withdrawal. If no notice is given, it is assumed 
that pupils will remain at the school and staffing, resources and the timetable will be finalised accordingly. If 
you intend to withdraw your son or daughter from The Perse at the end of this academic year, then you must 
write to the Head (prep@perse.co.uk) to give formal notice by the first day of the Summer Term. If you 
haven’t informed the School already, a term’s notice in writing is also required for pupils who are leaving The 
Perse to go elsewhere at the end of Year 6. This applies also for those pupils who have already accepted a 
transfer place at the Upper School but will not be taking up this place. Parents giving notice after the deadline 
will be liable for the Michaelmas term’s fees in lieu of notice, as the School will have committed to 
Michaelmas Term expenditure on the assumption that pupils were staying. 
 

Artwork 
This week our banners showcase pneumatic animals created in Year 3 DT, complete with moving heads. 

 

Lent Term ‘Values’ Awards 
This is the first year that we have awarded these termly awards, based on the four Perse Values. Children 
can’t win this award twice during the same academic year; final decisions are made by the Form Teachers. 
Year 6 recipients receive trophies as well as certificates; we are very grateful to the Richards, Clarke, Carey 
and Gahlaut families for their generous donations: 

 

Valuing One Another & Our Environment:  
3A Jake Juniper, 3Alpha Lucia Whelan, 3Aleph Billy Norton 
4A Marissa Ojha, 4Alpha Henry Lloyd, 4Aleph Miriam Ponder 
5A Seb Warburton, 5Alpha Daria Minasyan, 5Aleph Hector Borno 
The Richards Cup for Valuing One Another & Our Environment:  
6A Ferdie Piper, 6Alpha Daniel Bradley, 6Aleph Aadya Acharya 
 

Breadth & Balance:  
3A Yiliang Liu, 3Alpha Ryan Smith, 3Aleph Catherine Cope 
4A Anaiya Gupta, 4Alpha Lillian Ke, 4Aleph Marianne Gouliouris 
5A Daniel Shenker, 5Alpha Tilly Anderson, 5Aleph Deniz Yakici 
The Clarke Bowl for Breadth & Balance:  
6A Daniel Fannon, 6Alpha Theo McKechnie, 6Aleph Ehsaan Jethwa 

 

Endeavour:  
3A Iris Candea, 3Alpha Max Tysome, 3Aleph Tom McDade 
4A Florence Fast, 4Alpha Eilidh Sinclair, 4Aleph Elizabeth Davies 
5A Amelie Wansell, 5Alpha Samit Salaunkey, 5Aleph Henry Potter 
The Carey Quaich for Endeavour:  
6A Alex Balmus, 6Alpha Olivia Griffiths, 6Aleph Isabelle Mawby 
 

Intellectual Curiosity & Scholarship 
3A Daniel Teng, 3Alpha Oriana Wei, 3Aleph Anneliese Heck 
4A Sophie Oldfield, 4Alpha Torrin Somner, 4Aleph Noah Scourfield 
5A Helena Harter, 5Alpha Ethan Liu, 5Aleph Oliver Roland 
The Gahlaut Trophy for Intellectual Curiosity & Scholarship:  
6A Reuben Shenker, 6Alpha Thavish Wickramasekera, 6Aleph Clara Gohel 
 

https://forms.office.com/r/ThgvCqMTu9
mailto:spabbott@perse.co.uk
mailto:prep@perse.co.uk


 

Foodbank Collection 
Cambridge City Foodbank have been in touch to thank The Perse for the donations last week. They estimate 
that the items collected will provide 3 days’ worth of emergency food to around 47 families. Many thanks to 
all the families who donated so generously. 
 

Head’s Commendation 
Year 5 children were asked to perform a Benjamin Zephaniah poem at home for their English homework. 
Anna Lindner-Santinoli created the hilarious video here for her chosen poem ‘Everybody is doing it’. We 
loved the originality of this performance, the inventive costume changes and the funky moves – certainly 
worthy of a Head’s Commendation. 

 

Certificates and Awards 
Congratulations to Helena Harter for her reading quest badge; Sophia Alexander on her ABRSM Grade 3 
Cello with Merit; Amy Keen on her Trinity Grade 5 Violin with Distinction; Steven Wang on his ABRSM Grade 
4 Piano with Merit and his runner-up medal for Cambridge Lawn Tennis Club in the Central & East Tour U10 
Tournament; William Reddy on his promotion to yellow belt in Taekwondo; Andrew Villaverde on being 
awarded his 2nd Mon red belt with two stripes in Judo; and Ellie Zhu on being awarded the Fawcett Piano 
Cup and the European Piano Teachers’ Trophy at the Cambridge Competitive Music Festival. 
Congratulations to Isla Riddoch on her Silver certificate, having been away for a term, and congratulations 
to the following on achieving Gold certificates; Aadya Acharya, Sylvan Amads, Charlie Angus, Elizabeth 
Balfour, Samaira Bedi, Jeeon Bhattacharya, Freddie Billingham, Lexie Billingham, Mia Bird, Hector Borno, 
Henry Bowler, Florence Boyle,  Daniel Bradley, Nikita Brogan, Robert Carter, Prerona Chakraborty, Davinia 
Cheng, James Cheng, Lucas Cheng, Linus Chin, Zac Clark, Jack Collins, Catherine Cope, Tilly Crosby, Sam 
D’Arcy, George de Albuquerque, Jack de Albuquerque, Ollie Denny-Gouldson, Hattie Dickinson, Kamran 
Djamarani, Alexander Freeborough, Harry Frostick, Kavin Gahlaut, James Gerhard, Charlotte Gower, 
Alastair Griffiths, Olivia Griffiths, Anaiya Gupta, Angelica Gupta, Francesca He, Freddie Heftman, Arthur 
Hirzel, Theodore Hirzel, Sophie Hull, George Hunter, Harry Hutchinson, Umar Ibrahim, John Jeffreys, Jake 
Juniper, Lillian Ke, Anna Keith-Roach, Maggie Kent, Sarika Kondel-Laws, Atharv Kurade, Tom Lance, George 
Li, Lily Liang, Elisabeth Lindemann, Hugo Lindemann, Yiliang Liu, Henry Lloyd, Katherine Lu, Hugo Magliano, 
Cara Mannion, Beau Martinez-McCune, Isabelle Mawby, Tom McDade, Felix McDonald, Sophia McDonald, 
Robert McFadzean-Ferguson, Bella Meng, Daria Minasyan, Siobhan Monteith, Samiyah Morris, Sophie 
Newhouse, Karl Nguyen, Samantha Payne, Lara Polonius, Miriam Ponder, Toby Rayner, Peter Rimell, Jack 
Robertson, William Robson, Adam Roth, Jessica Ryan, Kumara Sathiaseelan, Ella Scourfield, Rhea Sethi, 
Aditi Shadakshari, Daniel Shenker,  Reuben Shenker, Shriya Siddharth, Lucas Simpson, Kirill Smirnov, Ryan 
Smith, Isabel Tong, Amy Van Spaendonck, Lotte van Spaendonck, Willow Sutherland,  Liam Veness, Jago 
Vindis, Hanzhe Wang, Ruolan Wang, Steven Wang, Seb Warburton, Jamie West,  Lucia Whelan, Thavish 
Wickramasekera, Carla Williams, Wilson Wingham, Bailey Wiseman, Esther Wong, Fred Woodman, Joyce 
Xiao, Chloe Yan, Alice Yang, Jiho Yoo, Ellie Zhu and Damian Zupan; and congratulations on their Platinum 
certificates: Anvita Adapa, Reina Brogan, Olivia Cutts, Jacqueline Danesh, Sophia Hardcastle, Benjamin 
Keen, Elizabeth Kennedy, Lanxi Li, Ethan Liu, Aurelia N, William Reddy, Léonie Ricciardi-Baquié, Samit 
Salaunkey, Eunice Stewart-Wallace, Matthew Wilkins and Ethan Xu. 
 

Yours sincerely  
 
 
 

James Piper 
Head 

POD visiting the Upper 

https://vimeo.com/693928177/302f89670f


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 5 
Medieval History Day 



 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Great Perse Prep House Off 

We value endeavour, intellectual curiosity and scholarship, breadth and balance, one 
another and our environment. 

 


