25th March 2022
Dear Parents,
I write to you with the stunning performance of Peter Pan fresh in our minds – children,
parents and staff revelled in the return of a large-scale live performance. It is hard not
to be inspired by a place where dreams are born and time is never planned – second
star to the right and straight on ‘til morning! I am sure that our founder, Dr Perse, would
have approved of such idealism – something that we marked today on our Founder’s
Day – we were certainly bowled over by the extra purple accessories sported by children
and staff to mark the occasion!
I am grateful to all those who were able to donate so many tins, bottles and products
for the Food Bank collection as part of our giving for Giving Day. The Prep alone have
collected 766 items and it seems that the School (3-18) is well on course to pass the 1,615 item target; in
doing so we will help those in need locally, and the School’s bursary and outreach programmes, which will
benefit from the subsequent unlocking of a gift of £10,000. The second part
of Giving Day, which is raising money to support the Perse’s bursary and
outreach programmes, will now take place on Friday 22nd April.
Many thanks to Mr Bidwell for introducing the magical Geography field trips
to the curriculum for Year 5. He had the Midas touch with the weather as the
children carried out investigations around Grantchester Meadows. Our
thanks to James Riley, Head of Geography at the Upper, for joining this trip.

Year 6 Play – Peter Pan
This week saw Year 6 give three outstanding performances of Peter Pan. We enjoyed seeing Peter and his
mischievous fairy sidekick, Tinkerbell, visit the nursery of the Darling children late one night and, with a
sprinkle of pixie dust, begin a magical journey across the stars that none of them would ever forget. In the
adventure of a lifetime, the travellers and Peter’s Lost Boys came face to face with a ticking crocodile, a fierce
tribe of girls, a band of bungling pirates and, of course, the villainous Captain Hook. This was the perfect show
for the child in all of us…who dreamed of soaring high and never growing up.

The play was triple casted, with a different group of twenty-five children taking the lead roles each night and
performing in the supporting ensemble on the other evenings. My thanks to all of the children who took part
and to the staff involved, notably Miss Montecalvo and Miss Andrews for the wonderful set and props, to Mr
Harris for his musical input, Mrs Robertson, Mrs Cassidy and Ms West for their assistance in direction, and to
overall director, Mr Reston. It was a particularly special touch for Year 6 parents to club together and present
all of these staff with flowers at the end of the final performance.

Covid Update
Currently we have the following number of children self-isolating from current positive Covid cases: Year 3
one, Year 4 one, Year 5 none, Year 6 one.

Sustrans Big Walk & Wheel Week – Monday 28th March to Friday 1st April
For the final week of this term we shall be recording the different methods
of transport we all use to and from school and see whether we might be
able to incorporate walking, biking or scooting into our journeys. Whilst it
would be wonderful to see families include one of these sustainable forms
of transport into their routines wherever possible, we do realise that, for
some families, journey distances and logistics can make this difficult!

Lent Concert – Tuesday 29th March
We look forward to seeing parents at next week’s Lent Concert that is taking place in the Prep Hall. For the
first time, we are splitting the Concert into two parts, running from 6pm – 6.45pm and 7pm – 7.45pm.
Initial parking will be available on the main Prep site, with extra spaces available at the playing fields.

House Matches – Tuesday 29th, Wednesday 30th and Thursday 31st March
Parents are very welcome to attend the following matches:
Tuesday 29th March
2.25 – 3.35pm U10 A/B/C/D Netball & Hockey House Matches
Wednesday 30th March
2.25 – 3.35pm U11 A/B/C/D Netball & Hockey House Matches
Thursday 31st March
11.25am – 12.25pm U8 A/B/C/D Netball & Hockey House Matches
2.25 – 3.25pm U9 A/B/C/D Netball & Hockey House Matches

House Cross-Country – Wednesday 30th March
Please note that any child who would like to take part in the House Cross-Country on Wednesday should
come into school in games kit. The year group runs take place during periods 4&5, before lunch.

Great Perse Prep House Off – Friday 1st April
Please note that the last day of term is a home clothes day (no bags required). All children will work within
their House and House Families as they perfect a House Shout, engage brains in a House Quiz, entertain us
in the House Talent show and enjoy some fun and games in the House Active competition. This weekend
provides an opportunity for children to hone their singing, dancing, jokes, magic shows and skits – final
entries for the House Talent must be signed up by the end of Monday. Please note that this and the House
Cross-Country are internal events (no parents!).

Artwork
This week’s art banners showcase pieces of work by children in Year 4 using oil pastels and metallic pens,
and inspired by the work of Henri Rousseau.

Summer Term Clubs
Confirmation of Summer Term clubs has been sent out today by Jackie Wright; I am grateful to her and Mr
McGregor for their hard work in turning this round so swiftly, and for putting on such a full clubs offering.
We have only had to ballot five of the sixty-four clubs so there are still some spaces available across the week.
Do please contact Jackie (prepadmin@perse.co.uk) if you would like to add your child to any group.

Traffic Flow and the Return of the Roundabout Collection!
From next term we shall be reintroducing pick-up from the Roundabout between 3.25 – 4.00pm which should
ease traffic flow at the end of the day. At the end of lessons, if children are being picked up by car and can’t
see their parents parked on the top playground, they should go to the pen by the Roundabout. From there
they will be able to be picked up for a quick getaway. This should reduce some of the recent queueing for
parents and also reduce the risk of cars backing onto Trumpington Road.

PPP Second-hand uniform
My thanks to Catherine Keen, Zoe Robson and their team of PPP helpers who ran a second-hand uniform
sale this morning. If you were unable to attend but are still interested in any uniform, please do contact
Catherine at catherine_keen2000@yahoo.co.uk.

Sign Language
It was lovely to see so many parents present for today’s whole school assembly; this photo shows our Science
TA, Miss Andrews, teaching sign language to everyone. Do ask your children if they can remember the signs
for: rabbit, fish, cat, hedgehog, geography, science, art, RE, purple, 1615, friendship, be kind and thank you!
Miss Andrews is running an ‘Introduction to Sign Language’ course at this year’s Perse Summer School.

Certificates and Awards
Congratulations to Atharv Kurade, Hugo Lindemann, Oli Taylor and Jamie West
on their Reading Quest Badges; Jack Collins on competing for Cambridge &
Coleridge Athletics Club in the U13 200m and the U18 1,500m; Dhruv Ghildyal for
his U8 Cambridge Lawn Tennis team silver medal; the following who shone at the
Cambridge Competitive Music Festival: Lanxi Li with a merit certificate, Siobhan
Monteith and Oriana Wei with first class certificates, and Ethan Xu on winning an
U10 piano class, an U12 class and the U10 Finbow Trophy; Etienne Lamb on coming
3rd in the U10 tournament, and reaching the quarter finals in the U11 tournament
in his first set of international tournaments! Well done to the following on their
Gold Housepoint Awards: Adam Agarizaev, Sam Brennan, Max Brisby, Iris Candea,
Rosie Colvin, Léon Corne, Elizabeth Davies, Arthur Davis, Dhruv Ghildyal, Clara
Gohel, Jonathan Goldsmith, Marianne Gouliouris Ivy Green, Florence Haughton,
Noah Higham-Lee, Cecily Hirzel, Harry Kelliher, Zak Khan, Anna Kreckler, Conrad Lally, Xi Xi Lin, Beatrice
Mather, Sam O'Reilly, Sara Omori Rison, Ferdie Piper, George Pullan, Maggie Rowan-Robinson, Dhruv
Sajog, Julia Saklatvala, Arabella Sedgemore,
Harriet Sedgemore, Aarav Shadakshari, Aurora
Short, Oli Taylor, Nivedh Vinodhkumar,
Nicholas Williams, Elliot Woolley, Selina Wong,
Dina Wortley and Deniz Yakici.
Yours sincerely

James Piper
Head

We value endeavour, intellectual curiosity and scholarship,
breadth and balance, one another and our environment.

Special
memories
from the Year
6 production
of Peter Pan.

