18th March 2022
Dear Parents,
Next week we celebrate Founder’s Day, marking the birth of the Perse School back in
1615, and we encourage children to accessorise their uniform with even more
purple on Friday. I suspect that our original founder, Dr Perse, would have been keen
to enjoy our Year 6 production of Peter Pan which takes place on Tuesday,
Wednesday and Thursday. We can’t wait to share this dramatic and musical highlight
with parents and the rest of the School, with dress rehearsals each morning to be
viewed by each year group, and productions for parents each evening.
The inaugural Perse Giving Day stretches from 9.00am on Thursday to 9.00pm on
Friday and aims to raise money for Perse bursaries and Perse outreach; more details
can be found at www.givingday.perse.co.uk. A very generous donor, influenced by
The Perse’s motto of ‘Qui facit per alium facit per se’ has pledged £10,000 to fund Perse bursaries if Perse
pupils can collect 1,615 items for the Cambridge City Foodbank. We hope to help others and the School by
achieving both targets. The Foodbank is requesting tinned fish, meat and vegetables; UHT milk and long-life
juices; laundry liquids, olive oil and pasta sauces. It is important that all donated items have long shelf lives
and are undamaged. Items should be dropped off at Reception on Thursday and Friday morning.
My thanks to Tina Lindemann for organising such a fantastic PPP Family Quiz last Friday. Parents and children
enjoyed the opportunity to meet and mingle again, appreciative of the smooth running of the whole evening
– no mean feat with over 160 attending and 14 teams battling it out. A special shout out also to our
quizmaster, Justin Lindemann, who was running his fifth Perse quiz and kept order with his inimitable charm,
humour and clarity! It was a night of fierce competition resulting in a tie for first place. Following a tense
tiebreaker, the eventual victors were team No Eye Deer, with Ready and Prepped in second place and
Newnham Ninjas third. Prize for best team name went to Year 4's Risky Quizness.

Covid Update
Currently we have the following number of children selfisolating from current positive Covid cases: Year 3 three,
Year 4 one, Year 5 none, Year 6 one.

Artwork
This week’s art showcases pieces of work by children in Year
4, Julia Saklatvala and Anamaya Kumar. They take inspiration
from the jungle landscapes of Henri Rousseau and have been
completed using oil pastel.

Year 5 Geography Field Trips – next week
Mr Bidwell is excited to be introducing new Field Trips for
Year 5 to Grantchester Meadows next week (Wednesday
5Alpha, Thursday 5A, Friday 5Aleph). Do follow specific
details in the PersePost that was sent this week.

Sport – next week
Parents are very welcome to attend the following matches:
Wednesday 23rd March
2.30pm: U11 A/B/C/D Hockey v St John’s College School (H).
Thursday 24th March
2.30pm: U9 A/B/C/D Netball v Kimbolton (A). Collect from the Prep at 5.15pm
Friday 25th March
2.45pm: U10A/B/C/D Hockey v Kimbolton School (H)
2.45pm: U10 A/B/C/D Netball v Kimbolton School (H)
Our sincere apologies for the last-minute cancellation of the U11 hockey fixtures against St John’s two weeks
ago; nostra culpa. However, we are delighted to have been able to have rearranged these fixtures for next
Wednesday, at home.

‘Peter Pan’, Year 6 Musical – 22nd, 23rd, 24th March
Children will stay at the Prep after school and will receive a hot
meal before the performance. Doors open at 5.30pm for
parents arriving. There will be drinks provided at the interval
and we should finish at approximately 7.30pm. We do have a
number of spare seats for each performance, so if you would
like to increase your allocation of four tickets for your child’s
cast night, do contact Jackie Wright (prepadmin@perse.co.uk).

‘Matilda’ Upper Musical – 24th, 25th, 26th March
Roald Dahl’s Matilda the Musical is a multi-award-winning
production from the Royal Shakespeare Company telling the
story of an extraordinary girl who, armed with a vivid
imagination and a sharp mind, dares to take a stand, and
change her own destiny. The show will run in the Peter Hall
Performing Arts Centre; do visit www.perse.co.uk/box-office
to buy your tickets.

Second-hand Uniform Sale – Friday 25th March
My thanks to Catherine Keen, Zoe Robson and their team of PPP helpers who are running a second-hand
uniform sale next Friday from 8am – 9.30am. This will be held in the pavilion at the Playing Fields, which
allows parents to park after drop-off.

School Uniform 2022-23
From next academic year, we are moving away from wearing formal white shirts and ties at the Prep. Instead,
children should wear their usual summer uniform of Prep polo shirts all year round, with either grey shorts,
skirts or trousers. The summer dress continues to be an optional extra between April and October.
We shall also be discontinuing the white PE t-shirts from 2022-23; children will wear their usual purple / black
games top for games throughout the year. Not only does this reduce a source of angst from some older
children about see-through material, it also serves to simplify the uniform list and reduce cost for parents.

Lent Concert – Tuesday 29th March
Please refer to last week’s PersePost about the Lent Concert that is taking place in the Prep Hall on Tuesday
29th March. For the first time, we will be splitting the Concert into two parts, running from 6pm – 6.45pm
and 7pm – 7.45pm.

Year 4 Camp – Friday 13th May
We are delighted that the Upper’s PES (Perse Exploration Society) are able to re-establish our popular, and
optional, Year 4 overnight Camp next term. Further details will be sent in due course but we wanted to flag
this date for your diaries. Children will be heading off from the Prep at 3.45pm on the Friday, and will be
returning for collection at the Prep at 9.00am on the Saturday morning.

Hockey Donations
We have been approached by a local hockey development squad that are looking for donations of junior
hockey sticks (Year 6-8). If any families are able to make any donations to join what the School might be able
to give, please do hand these into Reception for the attention of Mr McGregor. Many thanks.

Christel House Design Competition
Mr Baker and Upper students Sakura and Tengyu
visited the Prep this week to celebrate Holi and to
link this to the outreach work of their Christel
House Club. They also launched an external art
project for Prep children to design colourful and
creative design patterns to form a display that will
be fitted to an external wall at the Upper.

School Invigilation Vacancies at the Upper
In advance of the summer exams, the Upper are
looking to increase the size of the external exam invigilation team. These positions are remunerated and
exact working hours are determined according to availability. For further details and to express interest,
please contact Leila Redfearn, Qualifications & Progression Officer (lredfearn@perse.co.uk) or Jonathan
Green, Director of Qualifications & Progression (jngreen@perse.co.uk).

Perse Summer School – 11th July to 5th August
Spaces are going rapidly for the courses; these are open to children from The Perse as well as other schools.
There are still a good variety of courses available including watersports, Chinese Watercolours, hockey,
tennis, rugby, football and cricket, as well as sign language in the first week; do check
www.persesummerschool.co.uk for full details and how to book. There is a 10% discount for bookings made
before 28th March. Do email summerschool@perse.co.uk with any questions.

New School Website
If you haven’t done so yet, please do take a look at the new school website
www.perse.co.uk which has been launched this week. This should produce
a calm and uncluttered user journey for current and prospective parents,
with beautiful imagery and intuitive navigation. In addition, we are keen
to reduce the amount of printing with admissions brochures and guides,
and so are simply producing a bookmark with the key information on it,
which can be given to prospective families along with an annual review.
The bookmarks are seeded with wild flowers, which can be planted (the
whole book mark can be planted) and from it seeds will grow. This
supports our sustainable agenda too, and we feel will be very much liked
by the families we are attracting to The Perse.
Normonica
A special thank you to Norman and Veronica
Grover who continue to work ceaselessly,
amidst cleaning and caretaking staff absences,
to ensure the Prep is such a safe, clean, and well-maintained site. They are obvious
to parents at the end of the day as they manage the parking, whatever the weather
brings, but this only scratches the surface of what they do in terms of managing
ventilation levels, cleaning, wiping, hoovering, polishing, health and safety checks
and locking and unlocking the site. They take such pride in the site that they
manage all of the pots and plants around the Prep, and I have included a photo
showcasing the beautiful flowers that they have planted in recent years all along
the path to Long Road. They are truly Prep treasures!
Certificates and Awards
Congratulations to Luke D’Arcy on being awarded his Reading Quest Badge; Anaiya Gupta, Olivia Cutts and
Ruolan Wang who are taking part in a piano masterclass at Gonville and Caius College with BBC Young
Musician of the Year judge Professor Penelope Roskell; William Reddy on his ABRSM piano Grade 5 with
Merit; Esther Wong on being selected for the City of Cambridge Swimming Club A Team and qualifying for
the National Finals, only the second time in the club’s history; Ellie Zhu, in Year 3, who came first in two
categories of the Cambridge Competitive Music Festival (Piano, own choice, any age; Piano, own choice, one
movement from sonatina, U12).
Well done to the following on their Gold Housepoint Awards: Sophia Alexander, Tilly Anderson, Fred Brisby,
Sam Brixey, Ellie Cope, John Cowley, Luke D'Arcy, Benjamin Danesh, Alexander Daubeney, Lara Daubeney,
Angus Edgar, George Gregory, Rania Hassanain, Joyce He, Anneliese Heck, Samuel Hong, Jack Jarman,
Husayn Jawaid, Hugo Jones, Anamaya Kumar, Etienne Lamb, Adam Lee, Joseph Lilley, Anna Lindner
Santinoli, Bella Lloyd, James Mead, Wren Myers, Billy Norton, Harry Pickard, Nandika Prasad, Sophie
Prewett van Beesten, George Robson, Sherry Shao, Niovi Skordos, Torrin Somner, Daniel Teng, Nishtha
Tiwary, Thea Wiseman, Yueer Yuan, Austin Zhang, Wilson Wingham; and on their Platinum Housepoint
Award: Alexander Toutoungi.
Finally, we wish our U11 hockey players all the best today as they compete at Gresham’s in the IN2 Hockey
Eastern Regional Finals.
Yours sincerely

James Piper
Head

We value endeavour, intellectual curiosity and scholarship, breadth and balance,
one another and our environment.

PPP Spring Walk
Sunday 24th April 2022
2.30pm
Gog Magog Down

Haverhill Road, Stapleford, Cambridge, CB22 3AE
Please join us for teas, coffees, homemade cakes and a lovely
spring walk
All family members welcome, including those with four legs
Meet in the car park – look out for the big Perse umbrellas!
Please note: Parking at the Gog Magog Down: £3 per car

