11th March 2022
Dear Parents,
Public speaking, or oratory, has been highly prized since the age of Socrates, Plato and Aristotle as a
brilliant face-to-face speech to a live audience can educate, inspire, motivate, persuade and entertain. All
of these skills have been evident across the Prep this week with our inaugural Public Speaking Competition
that Mr de Albuquerque and the English Department have recently launched. After researching and writing
their speeches, every child in the school has spoken for up to three minutes unscripted about a role model
of their choice. Staff have been blown away by the standard of the speeches! With confident vocal delivery
using only bullet point notes for guidance, a maximum of three Powerpoint images for illustration, and
excellent eye contact and stage presence, the children have delivered on all levels. There have been
memorable talks about favourite authors, sportsmen, scientists, artists, adventurers, musicians, political
activists and even family members. The following winners from each class will speak in front of the whole
school in next Tuesday’s assembly:
3A
3Alpha
3Aleph
4A
4Alpha
4Aleph
5WTB

Iris Candea
Freddie Heftman
Billy Norton
Benjamin Keen
Jacqueline Danesh
George de Albuquerque
Zak Khan

5JAR
5CXC
5ACS
6RdA
6ACS
6CSW
6TAB

Henry Bowler
Luke D’Arcy
Lanxi Li
Umar Ibrahim
Ella Scourfield
Lexie Billingham
Harriet Sedgemore

‘What is your biggest regret? What was the naughtiest thing you did at school? What do you do at home?
What was your last dream about?’ Thus my interrogation started in Head’s Questions with the whole school
yesterday; your children might be able to recount some of the more illuminating answers! I was amused by
the intonation in one of the questions: ‘How did you become Head at this School?’…!
I am delighted to announce that Jo Fenna will act as maternity cover for Pippa Barbour from September. Jo
is an English graduate and qualified teacher, and has recently completed a Masters in Children’s Literature.
She has built up experience teaching at Lord Wandsworth College and, more recently, as a TA for the past
nine years at the Prep. We are currently advertising for a TA role to cover for Jo while she takes on this Year
3 Form Teacher position. A reminder that Laura Robertson will be taking on Pippa’s current classes shortly
before half term in the summer.
Good luck to all those taking part in tonight’s PPP Quiz; my thanks to Tina and Justin Lindemann for running
this. I am delighted to hear that we have record numbers involved and I suspect that there will be some
healthy competition in amongst the social fun. Alongside the tasty supper being served, we also plan to
have a bar with a range of beverages on offer. This will be run on an honesty basis so please remember to
bring plenty of cash with you tonight.

Covid Update
Currently we have the following number of children self-isolating from current positive Covid cases: Year 3
four, Year 4 one, Year 5 one, Year 6 one.

Year 6 Parents’ Evening Meetings – Monday 14th and Tuesday 15th March
On Monday and Tuesday next week, we hold our ten-minute online appointments for Year 6 parents with
their child’s Form Teacher to discuss how your child is getting on, and their continued overall academic
progress. A short three-sentence written summary will be sent to you on Monday morning. However well
your child is doing, there will be a target provided for each subject.
I am very grateful to Jackie Wright (prepadmin@perse.co.uk) who is on hand to deal with any issues during
these events but do follow these key reminders to ensure the meetings can run smoothly:
• Please log on with the same account that the appointment was booked with.
• Please log on a little before the appointment time, to ensure that there are no problems with
audio/video permissions.
• If you intend to log on from two devices simultaneously, please ensure the invitation to the second
account has been shared from the main account in advance.

Summer Term Clubs – deadline Wednesday 16th March
Next term’s Clubs Booklet has been sent out by PersePost today; please
note that the deadline for replies is next Wednesday. We continue to
follow the same model as this term and last, with athletics and cricket
added instead of multi-sports and winter sports. We hope that your
children are able to make the most of the wonderful opportunities
available. Groups will be confirmed to parents in the final week of term.

‘Peter Pan’ – Year 6 Musical – 22nd, 23rd 24th March
Children will stay at the Prep after school and will receive a hot meal
before the performance. Doors open at 5.30pm for the performance.
There will be drinks provided at the interval and we should finish at
approximately 7.30pm.
We do have a number of spare seats for each performance, so if you
would like to increase your allocation of four tickets for your child’s cast
night, do contact Jackie Wright if you would like to reserve more seats
for your specific evening (prepadmin@perse.co.uk).

Giving Day – Thursday 24th – Friday 25th March
At our Founder’s Day, celebrated each year on 25th March,
the whole Perse 3-18 remembers the generosity of Dr
Perse, whose legacy established The Perse School so that
poor Cambridge boys (regrettably it was only boys back in
1615) could receive a high quality education and progress
to Cambridge University. Dr Perse’s school was to educate
100 “schollers” without charge and when there was “any schollar’s place void, a poor man’s child shall be
preferred to it before a rich”. Over the following 407 years we have tried to stay true to Dr Perse’s
philanthropic vision, and the School now spends over £1 million each year on means tested bursaries,
allowing children to access the benefits of a Perse education which their families could not otherwise
afford. Funding means tested bursaries for children to attend The Perse is just part of our charitable work
and we also help children beyond our gates by operating an extensive outreach programme that involves
over twenty primary and secondary schools and a sixth form college. Perse Outreach provides practical
support to pupils and staff in maintained sector schools ranging from literacy projects and pupil mentoring
through to specialist assistance in maths, coding, economics and university applications.
For the first time in our 407 year history, we are running a Giving Day on Founder’s Day for 36 hours
beginning at 9am on Thursday 24th March and ending at 9pm on Friday 25th March. We hope to bring the
entire Perse community of pupils, parents and alumni together both at home and abroad to celebrate our
charitable work and to raise funds for bursaries and outreach. We very much hope that all those connected
with The Pelican, Prep and Upper will consider supporting our first ever Giving Day in whatever way they
can. The task of everyone working in schools is to make the future better by giving children the skills,
knowledge and values needed to live kind, considerate, happy and successful adult lives. Please help us to
do this by supporting The Perse Giving Day. More details about Giving Day can be found at
givingday.perse.co.uk.
In terms of tangible actions, children are being asked to provide items for the Cambridge City Foodbank. A
generous donor has pledged that if pupils across all three School sites collect over 1,615 items for the
foodbank, then they will donate £10,000 to the bursaries fund. Below is a list of items needed by the
foodbank which children should drop off at Reception in the morning.
Tinned fish (e.g. tuna), Tinned meat (e.g. corned beef, chicken, minced beef, stewing steak, chilli con carne,
meatballs, hot dogs etc.), Tinned vegetables (e.g. carrots, sweetcorn, mushrooms, ratatouille), UHT milk,
Long life juice, Olive oil, Laundry liquids, Nappies (size 4/5) and Pasta sauce.
Prep children should aim to accessorise their uniform with even more purple on the Friday, which is our
Founders’ Day.

Second-hand Uniform Sale – Friday 25th March
My thanks to Catherine Keen, Zoe Robson and their team of PPP helpers who are running a second-hand
uniform sale a week before the end of this term from 8am – 9.30am. This will be held in the pavilion at the
Playing Fields, which allows parents to park after drop-off.

Sustrans Big Walk & Wheel Week 28 March – 1 April
For the final week of this term we shall be recording the different methods
of transport we all use to and from school and see whether we might be
able to incorporate walking, biking or scooting into our journeys. Whilst it
would be wonderful to see families include one of these sustainable forms
of transport into their routines wherever possible, we do realise that for
some family’s journey distances and logistics can make this difficult!

Lent Concert
Please refer to this week’s PersePost about the Lent Concert that is taking place in the Prep Hall on Tuesday
29th March. For the first time, we will be splitting the Concert into two parts, running from 6pm – 6.45pm
and 7pm – 7.45pm. Further details of running times will be sent to you.

Science Week – Monday 6th to Friday 10th June
If any parents would like to participate this year with a
science-related session, please register your interest via
this online form. Ms Abbott, our Head of Science, will then
be in touch to confirm details over the coming weeks.

Giving Notice for the end of the Summer Term
This is the time of year when we remind all parents of our
terms and conditions re giving notice of pupil withdrawals
from The Perse. Parents are required to give one term’s
notice of any pupil withdrawal. If no notice is given, it is
assumed that pupils will remain at the school and staffing,
resources and the timetable will be finalised accordingly.
If you intend to withdraw your son or daughter from The Perse at the end of this academic year, then you
must write to the Head to give formal notice by the first day of the Summer Term (Tuesday 19th April). If
you haven’t informed the School already, a term’s notice in writing is also required for pupils who are
leaving The Perse to go elsewhere at the end of Year 6. This applies also for those pupils who have already
accepted a transfer place at the Upper School but will not be taking up this place. Parents giving notice
after April 2022 will be liable for the Michaelmas Term’s fees in lieu of notice, as the School will have
committed to Michaelmas Term expenditure on the assumption that pupils were staying.

Sport
Parents are very welcome to attend the following matches:
Tuesday 15th March
3.10pm: U10 A/B/C/D Hockey v St John’s College School away. Collect from the Prep at 5pm
3.10pm: U10 A/B/C/D Netball v St John’s College School away. Collect from the Prep at 5pm
Wednesday 16th March
2.30pm: U11 A/B/C/D Hockey v Felsted & Bedford at home.
2.30pm: U11 A/B/C/D Netball v St Faith’s at home.
Thursday 17th March
4.10pm: U9 A/B/C/D Hockey v St John’s College School away. Collect from the Prep at 6pm
4.10pm: U9 A/B/C/D Netball v St John’s College School away. Collect from the Prep at 6pm
Friday 18th March
10.30am: U11A IN2 Hockey East Regional Finals at Gresham’s. Meet at school at 7.30am, return at 6pm.
Well done to our U11 football players who battled hard in last week’s ISFA Regional football tournament,
hosted at the Prep. After a bright start against Broughton Manor (2-1), we had narrow losses against King’s
Ely (0-1) and Dame Bradbury’s (0-1) either side of giving up a two goal lead to lose against eventual winners
Milton Keynes Prep (2-3). Results conspired against us to mean that we couldn’t quite finish on a high by
qualifying for the quarter finals. My thanks to Mr Nicholes for training the side and hosting the tournament
with ISFA, and to Mr McGregor for his support. Well done to the following: Zac Brennan, Seb Cartwright,
Zac Clark, Jack Collins, Max Jonas, Etienne Lamb, Hugo Lindemann, Liam Whelan and Bailey Wiseman.

Club Pelican – 4th – 8th April
If there are families still looking for childcare this Easter, Club Pelican is highly recommended by Perse
families. Prep pupils from Years 3 and 4 are very welcome to join the older group of Pelican pupils from the
4th – 8th April. The days are filled with craft, sport and cookery workshops. Club Pelican is run by Perse staff
and provides a safe, friendly and welcoming environment for all.

Oxford University Computing Competition
Congratulations to the twenty-four Year 6 children who qualified, from an initial field of
87,130 for the Oxford University Computing Competition:
Distinction (top 1% nationally): Isabel Tong
Merit (top 3% nationally): Alex Balmus, James Cheng, Rufus Crabb, Daniel Fannon,
Olivia Griffiths, Theodore Hirzel, George Hunter, Amy Keen, Maggie Kent and Ruolan
Wang
General Certificate (top 5% nationally): Nikita Brogan, Sebastian Cartwright, Olivia Cutts, Benjamin
Danesh, Arthur Hirzel, Sarika Kondel-Laws, Anna Kreckler, Harry Lance, Isabelle Mawby, Siobhan
Monteith, Sophie Prewett van Beesten and Chloe Yan.

Primary Maths Challenge
We were thrilled that sixteen of our Year 6 children qualified, from an initial field of 57,000, for the Bonus
Round of the Primary Maths Challenge this year. Congratulations to the following:
Gold (top 1% nationally): James Cheng, Daniel Fannon, Kavin Gahlaut, Theodore Hirzel and Isabel Tong
Silver (top 2% nationally): Olivia Griffiths, George Hunter, Maggie Kent, Ferdie Piper,
Shriya Siddharth and Esther Wong
Bronze (top 3% nationally): Sylvan Amads, Sulayman Jawaid and Ruolan Wang
General Certificate (top 5%): Olivia Cutts and Umar Ibrahim
A special mention also to Alexander Toutoungi, in Year 5, who managed to gain a
silver medal, a year early.

Certificates and Awards
Congratulations to Ryan Smith for his individual fifth place and team first place in the Pony Club U10 Triathlon
competition involving shooting, running and swimming; Siobhan Wan for her ABRSM Grade 1 Flute with
Merit award.
Well done to the following on their Silver Housepoint Awards: Harry Lance and Zuyi Zhang; and on their Gold
Housepoint Awards: Jana Batuwangala-Mallorqui, Angie Che, Beatrix Dickinson, Annabel Griggs, Tom
Kelliher, Amy Keen, Hanqi Lu, Sophie Oldfield, Henry Potter, Theodora Pring, Olivia Reynolds, Elissa Skeete
and Siobhan Wan. This leads onto this week’s Scores on the Doors:

Yours sincerely

James Piper
Head

We value endeavour, intellectual curiosity and scholarship, breadth and balance,
one another and our environment.

WONDERFUL
COSTUMES
ON SHOW AT
LAST WEEK’S
WORLD
BOOK DAY
EVENT.

EASTER
EGGSTRAVAGANZA!
For Perse Pupils
from Nursery to Year 4.
8.00am – 5.30pm.
£300 a week, including a morning
snack, lunch and afternoon tea.

4th–8th
April
2022

EYFS children are based
in Nursery.
Older pupils based in the main hall.
Run by Perse teaching staff with
high supervision ratios.

BOOKINGS NOW OPEN
Book a place via the Parent Portal.

