11th February 2022
Dear Parents,
The halfway point of the academic year should allow a moment of reflection; every child has had
opportunities to shine and sparkle over a busy six months. Parents will be able to see a difference in their
children over this time and I am sure that they all have plenty of exciting stories about what they have been
up to. Today should be no exception, after an action-packed NSPCC Numbers House Activity Day. My thanks
to Mr Reston for overseeing this, with particular support from Miss Bonner and Mrs Coleman, as well as the
rest of the staff. A £2 donation for the NSPCC will be added to your child’s school bill but this donation is, of
course, voluntary. If you wish to opt out of making a donation then please email fees@perse.co.uk and you
will not be charged.
The Year 5 cast in our Centre Stage club produced two outstanding
performances of The Enormous Crocodile midweek, to Years 4&5 on Wednesday
morning and to family and friends that evening. It was a poignant moment to
welcome back parents and families to come and see children treading the
boards in our first live production for nearly two years! My thanks to Mr de
Albuquerque who wrote this play and, with Mr Harris, produced original music
and lyrics. The cast will reprise their roles on the Tuesday after half term when
they perform to Years 3&6. It is thrilling to see children growing in confidence
through experiences such as this – and we certainly won’t forget the hip hop
rapping of Reina Brogan, Sophie Newhouse and Amelie Wansell!
It was good to see many of you at the Year 5 Parents’ Evenings this week, and I hope that you found the
occasions helpful and informative. Years 3&4 have their Parents’ Evenings after half term.
Finally, I hope that your children are able to enjoy some rest over the next week. They have done
tremendously well at managing illness, Covid spikes, mitigations and Teams. Such perseverance was one of
the themes of Mr McGregor’s assembly yesterday as he spoke about the Winter Olympics, finishing with the
tale of Lindsey Jacobellis who is the epitome of not giving up. I hope you all have a wonderful half term and
can enjoy time with family and friends.

Routledge House Cup
The House Cup was awarded to Foresters for the first half of term. This took account of all housepoints
awarded for academic endeavour and excellence, music and games, as well as kindness and consideration,
organisation and improvement. Jack de Albuquerque collected the trophy on behalf of Foresters, as he was
their leading Year 6 housepoint scorer.

Covid Update
Currently we have the following number of children self-isolating from current positive Covid cases: Year 3
one, Year 4 two, Year 5 one, Year 6 two.

Safer Internet Day
Tuesday was Safer Internet Day; Mr Bown led our assembly and introduced this year’s theme of All fun and
games – exploring respect and relationships online. Children have discussed key messages about staying safe
and operating in a respectful way online and this may present parents with an opportunity to look at some
of these perennial themes at home with children. A poster of suggestions is included at the end of this
newsletter.

World Book Day – Friday 4th March
Half term might provide an opportunity to organise / make an outfit for our dress-up day for World Book Day
in March – any favourite book character will do! We are thrilled to announce that author Sally Gardner will
be joining us to celebrate a love of books; Sally Gardner is a Carnegie Medal and Costa Children’s Book Award
winning writer with publications for younger children all the way through to young adults. We will be selling
a selection of signed books through Parent Pay (https://www.parentpay.com; please write the name of the
person you would like the book to be dedicated to in the comments box. The online shop will close on
Thursday 3rd March.
As part of our World Book Day celebrations, the Prep has the opportunity to work with Help! Nepal
https://help.org.np/web/welcome and the Lisa Kent Trust, a project based in The Gambia
https://lisakenttrust.org . If you have any children’s books on your shelves that you no longer need and would
like to donate, please bring them into school by Friday 4th March. Due to limits on shipping, and the success
of previous donation campaigns, any surplus books will be donated to local Primary Schools.

PPP Family Quiz Night – Friday 11th March
With half term upon us, and the deadline fast approaching, don't forget to book the whole family into the
annual Family Quiz, organised by the PPP. This is held at the Upper from 6.45 – 9.00pm on Friday 11th March.
Teams can be composed of both parents and children as they battle it out for the sought-after Quiz Night
Trophy. Individual or team entries are welcome. Supper will be provided and there will be a paying drinks
bar. Entries can be registered using this link: PPP Quiz Night - Registration Form and tickets can be
purchased via ParentPay.

Artwork
This week’s art banners showcase our Art Exhibition. After half term, parents are welcome to pop in to see
this after school, accompanied by their child.

Sport
Parents are very welcome to attend the following matches:
Wednesday 23rd February
2.30pm U11 A/B/C/D Hockey v SPF (Dame Bradbury’s) at home.
2.30pm U11 B/C Netball v Barnardiston Hall away. Collect from the Prep at 5.00pm.
Thursday 24th February
10.00am U11 IAPS Netball Tournament at St Faith’s
2.30pm U9 A/B/C/D Hockey Triangular v Bedford & Stamford at home.
2.30pm U9 A/B/C/D Netball v Stamford at home.
Friday 25th February
2.30pm U10 A/B/C/D Netball v Kimbolton school at home.
2.30pm U10 A/B/C/D Hockey v Kimbolton school at home.
Congratulations to the U11 hockey side who
booked their spot in the IAPS National
Finals, to be held at Rugby School, having
won the East of England Regional
Tournament on Monday. They got off to a
great start with wins over Beeston Hall
School (2-1) and Ipswich School (1-0) before
drawing 0-0 with Dame Bradbury’s. A 3-0
triumph followed against Norwich School
and the Prep team went on to top their
group after draws with Woodbridge School
(0-0) and Framlingham (0-0) to move into

the knockout stage. They edged out Town Close 3-1 on penalty strokes in the quarter-finals before beating
Gresham’s 3-1 in the semi-finals. This win set up a meeting with St Faith’s in the final, where they held their
nerve to come through 4-3 on penalty strokes. My thanks to the coaching duo of Mr McGregor and Mrs Clark
who have led this side so well. Congratulations to the following: Henry Bowler, Zac Brennan, Seb Cartwright,
Jack Collins, Ollie Denny-Gouldson, Theodore Hirzel, Hugo Lindemann, Beau Martinez-McCune, Ferdie
Piper and Liam Whelan.

Giving Notice for the end of the Summer Term
Parents are required to give one term’s notice of any pupil withdrawal. If no notice is given, it is assumed
that pupils will remain at the school and staffing, resources and the timetable will be finalised accordingly. If
you intend to withdraw your son or daughter from The Perse at the end of this academic year, then you must
write to the Head to give formal notice by the first day of the Summer Term (Tuesday 19th April). If you
haven’t informed the School already, a term’s notice in writing is also required for pupils who are leaving The
Perse to go elsewhere at the end of Year 6. This applies also for those pupils who have already accepted a
transfer place at the Upper School but will not be taking up this place. Parents giving notice after the deadline
will be liable for the Michaelmas term’s fees in lieu of notice, as the School will have committed to
Michaelmas Term expenditure on the assumption that pupils were staying.

Save Stamps for RNIB
I have been particularly impressed with Florence Haughton’s initiative to collect stamps for RNIB and make
a difference to blind and partially sighted people because the RNIB are able to raise £20 per kilogramme of
stamps. Florence decided to write to me with this idea, and she spoke in assembly to share her plan with the
school. She has left a collection box at Reception for any stamps new or used, first or second class, foreign,
first day covers, presentation packs or albums. She is passionate about helping to break down the barriers
that stop people with sight loss living life to the full.

Certificates and Awards
Congratulations to the following on being awarded their Reading Quest Badges: Charlotte Gower, Husayn
Jawaid, Etienne Lamb, William Reddy and Eunice Stewart-Wallace. Well done also to Benjamin Danesh who
won first place at the England Inter-County Under-14 Chess Tournament, helping the Cambridgeshire Knights
win the team event; Ellie Zhu who won the U8 50m freestyle and 100m in Cambridge City Swimming Club's
Gala; Umar Ibrahim on his ABRSM Grade 5 Piano with Distinction; Maggie Kent on her Gold Medal in
the Cambridge Gymnastics Academy's Competition; Andrew Villaverde on his distinction in his LAMDA exam;
Bella Lloyd and Reina Brogan who won the IN2 Hockey County Round with their side, U10 Cambridge City;
Léon Corne on his Head’s Commendation for his outstanding model of a Motte and Bailey castle as part of
his History homework; and Hanzhe Wang for his piano recital of ‘Flower Drum Song’ in Assembly this
morning.
Well done to Isla Riddoch on being awarded her Bronze Housepoint Award (having been in New Zealand last
term); and to the following on their Silver Housepoint Awards: Charlie Angus, Daniel Bradley, Zac Brennan,
Zac Clark, George Crosby, Sulayman Jawaid, Ehsaan Jethwa, Rithvik Krishna, Theo McKechnie and Bella
Meng. Congratulations to Sophia Hardcastle and William Reddy on their Gold Housepoint Awards.
Yours sincerely

James Piper
Head
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We value endeavour, intellectual curiosity and scholarship, breadth and balance,
one another and our environment.

