3rd December 2021
Dear Parents,
Tuesday’s outstanding Concert really struck a chord with all those who gathered in the
Peter Hall Performing Arts Centre. It was emotional to hold our first live music event
for six terms; we relished the variety of music with twelve of our ensembles on show,
including our 60-strong School Orchestra. My thanks to the music peris for their
coaching over the term and to Mr Harris for masterminding the event; many thanks
also to all the staff for supervising during the day to help make this event happen. A
link to the recording on the Parent Portal will be included in next week’s newsletter;
some photographs appear at the end of this week’s newsletter.
The recent increase in Covid cases amongst Year 3
meant that we had to cancel Monday’s Christmas
production; we are very sorry that these children missed out on this
opportunity to perform in public. My thanks to Mr Harris and Mr Reston for
all the work they have put into the rehearsals; fortunately, the children will
get their chance next year. Our current Year 4 have been putting the
finishing touches to their performance of Robin Hood. We look forward to
seeing all the children strutting their stuff on stage on Tuesday.
Do note that next Friday is the final day of term; pick up arrangements and
after school clubs take place as normal. It will be a home clothes day for
which we shall ask for a £2 donation for our school charities. If you wish to
opt out of making a donation via the termly bill, then please email
fees@perse.co.uk and the charge will be removed from the bill.
Continuing the Christmas theme, very well done to the 52 children who entered the Christmas Card
competition; the standard has been particularly high. Congratulations to Clara Gohel, in Year 6, whose
Christmas tree design will feature on the official Prep Christmas card.

Covid Update
Currently we have the following number of children self-isolating from current positive Covid cases: Year 3
thirteen, Year 4 five, Year 5 one, Year 6 one. As explained in the PersePost to all parents midweek, strict
mitigations have been in place since Wednesday morning to ring-fence each Year 3 class and ensure they are
kept away from other year groups for the remainder of this term. Thank you to all parents for your support.

Year 4 Robin Hood – Tuesday 7th December
A reminder that there are two performances in the Prep Hall on Tuesday, to enable as many parents as
possible to attend. Children should come into school in games kit as they have their hockey and rugby midmorning; they will change into costumes once in school. Some minor face painting will be used for these
performances; please do inform Mrs Robertson lerobertson@perse.co.uk if your child is unable to have this.
Doors will open at 8.45am for the morning performance which starts at 9.00am. Please can parents park at
the playing fields before the performance; there will be takeaway refreshments available in the pavilion in
case you are waiting after drop-off as children should have been dropped off at school at the usual time.
Doors will open at 5.45pm for the evening performance which starts at 6.00pm. Please can parents park on
the top playground beforehand. Your children will have been supervised after school and fed with a hot meal.
After school activities continue as normal. The performance will last for approx. 75 minutes.

PPP Christmas Fair – Friday 10th December
Next Friday the children will enjoy the festive fun of the Christmas Fair, with monies raised going to East
Anglian Children’s Hospices and the Shepreth Wildlife Conservation Charity. A huge amount of work has
already gone into the organisation of the Fair, and I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of the
parents who are helping and donating so generously towards the various stalls, and to PPP co-chair, Valerie
Hirzel, for overseeing all of this. A reminder that this event is for the children only; they will attend the Fair
in year groups, with Year 3 attending in form groups.
Thank you to all those who have purchased your tickets via ParentPay. A final reminder for those who have
not yet done so, to please do so over the weekend as it will close early next week. On arrival in the Hall for
their allotted slot, your child will be given two raffle tickets in return, and a stash of paper tokens to spend
at the various stalls. The raffle, along with other prizes, will be announced at the end of the day.
We will very much miss those children who are unable to attend the Fair because they are self-isolating.
These children's raffle tickets will still be entered into the raffle as normal, and the raffle draw will be
livestreamed at the end of the day so they can watch. We will also save them their sweet bag to be handed
out at the start of next term!
A final call also for any raffle or stalls prizes (unused gadgets/toys/books) to be left at Reception by
Wednesday. Thank you again for your support, and best wishes for a festive start to Christmas!

Author Visit for Year 3 – Tuesday 7th December
Author John Barnett will be visiting to speak via Teams to each Year 3 class about his book Windy B The
Christmas Lights on Tuesday. Windy B is a charmingly illustrated festive tale and would make a lovely
Christmas present for younger members of the family. Signed copies are available to buy for £7.50 through
Parent Pay and are open to parents from all year groups. Please write the name of the person you would like
it dedicated to in the comments box. Sales close at 4pm on Monday 6th December.

Sport
Year 6 Girls & Boys (Monday and Wednesday): with our Rugby and Hockey fixtures and House Matches
complete, we shall swap sports to prepare for the new season in January. The girls will start Netball, the
boys will move to Hockey and will need a mouthguard, shin pads and stick (if they have one). Hockey club
will still run as normal after school.
Year 5 Girls (Tuesday): the girls play their Hockey House Matches starting at 2.15pm, with a normal finish
time at 3.35pm. Parents are welcome to attend.
Year 5 Boys (Tuesday): the boys play their rearranged rugby fixture away against St Faith’s. Unfortunately
parents are unable to attend this match. Collection will be at 4.15pm back at the main Prep site. Please
consult SOCS for full details of the fixture.
Year 4 Girls & Boys (Thursday): the girls and boys play their Hockey and Rugby House Matches starting at
2.15pm, with a normal finish time at 3.25pm. Parents are welcome to attend.
Year 3 Girls & Boys (Thursday): the girls and boys play their Hockey and Rugby House Matches between
11.15 – 12.00pm. Parents are welcome to attend.

IAPS National Finals – joint fifth
It was a wonderful achievement from our U11
girls’ hockey team to finish joint-fifth in the
Independent Association of Prep Schools
(IAPS) national finals at Millfield School. In the
group stage, they got off to a winning start by
beating Taunton School 1-0 only to lose by the
same score against Eagle House School. The
girls responded by prevailing 2-0 against
Cargilfield before being defeated by Chesham
Prep School by the same score. However, a
goalless draw with The Blue Coat School,
Birmingham, was enough to give us the
runners-up a spot in the pool and send us into the last eight of the competition. Unfortunately, having held
Hoe Bridge School to a 0-0 stalemate after extra time in their quarter-final, we lost narrowly on penalty
strokes. My thanks to Mrs Clark, Head of Girls’ Hockey, for overseeing such a fine season and to her and Mr
McGregor for taking the girls on their overnight trip to Somerset. Well done to the following girls: Elizabeth
Balfour, Emily Herriot, Sophie Hull, Maggie Kent, Sophie Lewis, Elisabeth Lindemann, Bella Meng, Harriet
Sedgemore and Esther Wong.

IAPS Regional Festival
The U11 boys took part in the IAPS Regional Rugby Tournament for the first time and endured some tough
conditions as they made significant progress throughout the day. They beat Culford and had one try margin
defeats against Framlingham, Bishop’s Stortford and Holmwood House and then came up against a strong
Littlegarth side. My thanks to Mr Nicholes, Head of Rugby, and Mr Park (from the Upper) who took the
following boys to this festival: Zac Brennan, Sebastian Cartwright, Zac Clark, Kamran Djamarani, Daniel
Fannon, Theodore Hirzel, Max Jonas, Rithvik Krishna, Ferdie Piper and Bailey Wiseman.

Artwork
This week’s banners showcase Year 3’s ceramic leaves created using kiln-fired clay and various glazes.

School Photography – Earlybird Reminder
Following Pret-a-Portrait’s recent visit to take school photographs, we wanted to let you know you that the
earlybird deadline for you to receive a 25% discount on the school pictures finishes on Monday 13th
December. If for any reason you have lost your original viewing instructions, contact Pret-a-Portrait directly
on 0800 021 7626 or customerservice@pret-a-portrait.net. Christmas delivery deadlines are here:
https://www.pret-a-portrait.net/about-us/news/.

Head’s Commendations

I am delighted that subject teachers have recommended Head’s
Commendations for the following pieces of brilliant work:
Etienne Lamb for his stunning French book about what Jean will wear in
different types of weather, with flawless French and brilliant illustrations.
Anna Lindner Santinoli for her impeccable French book, also created for
homework, about Estelle’s wardrobe through the seasons, complete with
beautiful illustrations.
Reina Brogan for her outstanding spy book on the weather, with a
wonderful personalisation of the story, complete with audio book! Niovi
Skordos for outstanding History homework creating a Restoration Party
Invitation and a Pop-up poster on everyday life in Puritan England.
Daniel Bradley for outstanding History homework on Puritan England
with extra research via a QR code to the online Cromwell museum.
Harry Hutchinson for outstanding History homework creating a model
house for everyday life in Puritan England.

Bebras Computational Thinking Challenge
Well done to all of Years 5 and 6 who took part in the recent Bebras Challenge. The children had
forty minutes to answer a series of logic puzzles which tested their ability to solve problems and
apply computing skills to real-life situations. All the children involved have received a certificate
of participation this week. Special congratulations go to the following children with the top three
scores in each year:
Year 6: 1st Harry Lance, 2nd Daniel Fannon, 3rd Maggie Kent.

Year 5: 1st= Sophia Alexander, Reina Brogan, Ellie Cope, Anna Keith-Roach, Henry Potter, Oliver Roland,
Eunice Stewart-Wallace, Jago Vindis, 2nd Hugo Lindemann, 3rd= Daria Minasyan, Alexander Toutoungi.
The following scored in the top 10% nationally for Year 6 and will be invited to take part in the next stage of
the competition later in the academic year: Harry Lance, Daniel Fannon, Maggie Kent, Theodore Hirzel,
Arthur Hirzel, George Hunter, Amy Keen, Rufus Crabb, Clara Gohel, Olivia Griffiths, Isabelle Mawby, Chloe
Yan, Nikita Brogan, Benjamin Danesh, Isabel Tong, Sophie Prewett van Beesten, Sebastian Cartwright, Alex
Balmus, Olivia Cutts, Anna Kreckler, James Cheng, Sarika Kondel-Laws, Siobhan Monteith and Ruolan
Wang.
N.B. Full marks to anyone who knew that Bebras is Lithuanian for beaver; the competition was named by the
founders of this international challenge after the hard-working, intelligent and lively animals so common in
that country!

Certificates and Awards
Congratulations to Torrin Somner on being selected for the City of Cambridge silver swimming squad; Lanxi
Li on her Harp Grade 1 award with distinction; Siobhan Monteith on her Harp Grade 2 award. Well done also
to 4Alpha and their Form Teacher, Mrs Soares Winter, who managed to raise funds after their Form Assembly
to twin with a latrine in Afghanistan!
Congratulations to the following on their Silver Housepoint Awards: Reina Brogan, Sophia Hardcastle,
Anushka Jadon, Benjamin Keen, Elizabeth Kennedy, George Li, Hannah Omori Rison, William Reddy,
Eilidh Sinclair, Samit Salaunkey, Amelie Wansell and Ethan Xu. This leads onto this week’s Score on the
Doors:

Yours sincerely

James Piper
Head

We value endeavour, intellectual curiosity and scholarship, breadth and balance,
one another and our environment.

PHOTOS FROM THE YEAR 3 DRESS
REHEARSAL

Well done, Year 3!

