10th December 2021
Dear Parents,
I write having just recovered from a cracking final festive day with a marvellous PPP Christmas Fair, the End
of Term Awards, a full Christmas Dinner from Nour and his team, and a range of festive activities organised
by Mr Reston, including arts and crafts and a Christmas storyteller.
Creativity has continued to flow with music and drama; last week saw the whole school Michaelmas Concert
and this week Year 4’s wonderful production of Robin Hood. Do click on these links to access the videos on
the Parent Portal.
Schools should provide challenge, success and a healthy dollop of fun and all of these have been evident for
every child over the course of this long Michaelmas Term. The late summer glow of September is a distant
memory; I would hope that all parents are hugely proud of the many different experiences that the children
have enjoyed over the past fourteen weeks and especially with how they have adapted to the frustrations of
the wretched virus. Exactly a quarter of the Prep have recorded positive PCR tests over the course of this
term, and have had to self-isolate; I have been impressed with how everyone has managed the disruption,

and, for those at home, embraced Teams. Of course, many thanks to you, as parents, for maintaining an
element of composure, especially when your plate spinning ability may have been challenged more than ever
before. I am sure that you would also join me in gratitude for the dedication, enthusiasm and high standards
of the Prep staff who have provided the magic for your children. I am always grateful for the manner in which
they have consistently gone over and above under challenging circumstances, especially whenever there
have been any staff absences. We continue to be ever-prepared for Covid disruption next term but, in the
meantime, we all need to recharge batteries and I hope that you and your family have a very special holiday
this Christmas.

Covid Update
Currently we have the following number of children self-isolating from current positive Covid cases:
Year 3 twelve, Year 4 two, Year 5 none, Year 6 none.
Since September, we have had the following numbers of positive Covid cases confirmed:
Year 3 24%, Year 4 14%, Year 5 38%, Year 6 25%. Overall total: 25%.
This week’s Covid Plan B announcement, and a subsequent Department for Education update, have not made
significant changes to our Covid mitigations. However, these give a clear steer as to the faster incubation
period of Omicron and the higher transmissibility of the new variant. We shall be keeping a close eye on the
public health situation and government guidance, and will amend our Covid protocols and risk assessments
as necessary. The Government are committed to keeping schools open, and especially primary schools.
However, it would be prudent to ‘be prepared’ in case there is any significant change in tack over the next
few weeks. For this reason, your children will have brought home a few extra books and booklets in the very
unlikely event of any home learning in January. Other than any reading material, we ask that all these books
are left in bags ready for the new term and not scattered around the house!

PPP Christmas Fair
I would like to extend my thanks to the PPP for their wonderful organisation of this Covid-redesigned event,
both beforehand and on the day itself. The Christmas Fair is such a highlight of the term for the children and
I am grateful to Valerie Hirzel for her phenomenal organisation and ability to manage so many parent
volunteers.
Valerie would like to pass on this message: ‘A massive and heartfelt thank you for the tremendous amount
of help given in relation to this year's Christmas Fair. Whether you filled tombola bags, donated books or
toys, gifted raffle prizes, helped set up or clear away, made props, manned a stall or gave your children money
to spend, your involvement is absolutely vital and your support is hugely appreciated. The children always
adore the magic of the Christmas Fair and without your help it simply couldn't happen. The event went
fantastically well with significant funds raised for our charities, East Anglia’s Children’s Hospices and Shepreth
Wildlife Conservation Charity. A very, very merry Christmas to all and a fabulous new year in 2022.’

Routledge House Cup
Barbarians managed to hit top spot in the race for the House Cup, taking account of
all housepoints awarded for academic endeavour and excellence, music and games,
as well as kindness and consideration, organisation and improvement. Full results are
as follows: 1st: Corinthians (3222pts), 2nd: Barbarians (3194pts), 3rd: Nomads
(3154pts), 4th: Foresters (3106pts). Amy collected the trophy on behalf of Corinthians,
as their leading Year 6 housepoint scorer. Scores have now been reset to zero, so all
is to play for in the new year.

Perse Swimming Pool
After a successful series of stakeholder meetings, The Perse is excited to be applying
for planning permission for its new Sports Centre at the Upper, off Long Road. The
Centre will include a 25m swimming pool, a sports hall and climbing wall. All Prep pupils will also use these
facilities as part of their PE curriculum, and it will allow us to include clubs such as swimming, climbing, indoor
hockey and cricket nets in our after school programme, with pick up from the Upper Long Road car park. In
the evenings and weekends, this Centre will be available for community group use. The building will

incorporate a range of energy efficient features and is being designed in accordance with BREEAM ‘excellent’
standards. The site will be landscaped to enhance biodiversity and aesthetic appeal. Some architectural
drawings of the new facility appear here. If planning permission is granted in the Spring, construction could
begin in the Summer of 2022 with completion around Christmas 2023.

Sport
We saw some thrilling House Matches played out over the last two weeks. Well done to the following Houses
on their victories; other than for the Year 6 Girls, in each sport there were different winners from the
corresponding games last year – rarely do the same teams always triumph!
Rugby:
Y3: Corinthians Y4: Foresters Y5: Corinthians Y6: Nomads
Girls’ Hockey: Y3: Cancelled Y4: Barbarians Y5: Cancelled Y6: Corinthians

Overall: Corinthians
Overall: Corinthians

As for school fixtures in Years 4, 5 and 6, parents may
be interested to know that sport at the Prep continues
to shine brightly with 194 fixtures played, resulting in
64% wins, 15% draws and 21% losses.

Perse Junior School, Singapore
We were delighted to host the Principal of the Perse Junior School, Singapore
yesterday. Benyna Richards was thrilled to meet children and staff during her
visit, as well as enjoy a tour of the site. Our Singapore friends also have the same
Houses as we do at the Prep so, in terms of our International House Scores on
the Doors for this term, we would have 1st: Barbarians (4600pts), 2nd: Foresters
(4512pts), 3rd: Corinthians (4407pts), 4th: Nomads (4240pts)!

PODcast
POD, our School Council, have produced their final PODcast of the year. Many
thanks to Mr Reston for overseeing the process (and Mr Bown for his slick radio
skills!) but special thanks to all the children as POD is one of the main formal ways of listening to the pupil
voice. Two of our Year 6 reps, Anna Kreckler and Jack de Albuquerque, give an update here of Pupil Organised
Democracy activity over the course of the past term.

Cycling
I wish to thank parents for ensuring that their children are well equipped when cycling into school. With
Christmas approaching, now might be a good time to badger relatives for any cycling accessories such as new
lights, helmets, hi-vis vests and reflectors as useful ideas for presents.

Prep Office over the holidays
The Prep School Office will be open from Monday 13th – Thursday 16th December from 9.30am – 3.00pm. It
will reopen after the holiday break on Tuesday 4th January ready for term to start the next day. If you need
to contact us urgently when the Office is closed, please telephone the Upper School on 01223 403800.

Artwork
This week’s art banners are winter snow scenes created by Year 5 and Year 6 using oil pastels and acrylic
paint.

Christmas Holiday Challenges
The only expected work for the holidays is for children in Year 4 to read Matilda, those in Year 5 to read Holes
and those in Year 6 to read I Am David. Copies of all of these books should have come home already.
More general optional activities in English (story writing competition) and in Maths (puzzles) are available
for anyone who is keen. These have been explained in class and can be found on Teams.

Lent Term Calendar
If parents would like to access the dates for next term’s events then do refer to the pdf Calendar sent by
PersePost today, which can be printed on A4. An e-version of this Calendar can be found on the school
website; you can filter events by year group and import dates to your own calendars. Sports fixtures can also
be accessed via SOCS.

Music
A number of smaller ensembles that weren’t involved in our main concert were recorded in the Prep Hall at
the end of term. Parents of those involved can access the video on the Parent Portal via this link.

Lost Property
Felix McDonald has lost a pair of orange Sondico football goalie gloves and a named school hoodie. If found,
please return to Reception.

Certificates and Awards
Congratulations to Aadya Acharya on being highly commended in a business pitch competition run by ARM
and also being offered a place in the National Youth Girls’ Choir of Great Britain; Sophia Alexander on her
green belt in Taekwondo; Grace Butler on her Level 5 ESA Swimming Award; Léon Corne for being selected
for the City of Cambridge Gold Swimming Squad; Dhruv Ghildyal on his Gold Medal as part of the Cambridge
Lawn Tennis Team in the Orange Tennis Tournament; Beau Martinez-McCune, Lara Polonius and Seb
Warburton for their Year 5 Reading Badges; and Chloe Yan and Aurora Broodbank on running quizzes in
recent whole school assemblies.
Well done to the following on their ABRSM Music Awards: Hector Borno Grade 1 Piano with Merit; Olivia
Cutts Grade 5 Violin with Distinction; Austin De Young Grade 1 Horn with Distinction; Max Jonas Grade 2
Alto Saxophone with Merit; Sam O’Reilly Grade 1 Drum Kit Level 1 Award with Distinction; Hannah Omori
Rison Grade 2 Violin; Sara Omori Rison Grade 1 Violin; James Parry Grade 1 Violin; Ferdie Piper Grade 3 Alto
Saxophone with Merit; Henry Potter Grade 1 Piano with Merit; Annabel Ramsden Grade 3 Violin; Eilidh
Sinclair Grade 1 Violin; Shriya Siddharth Grade 3 Singing with Distinction; Ronak Sinha Grade 2 Piano with
Merit; Amy Van Spaendonck Grade 1 Trombone with Merit; Alexis Wu Williamson on her Grade 1 Piano
Award with Merit; Jiho Yoo on his Grade 1 Piano Award with Merit.
Congratulations to the following on their Silver Housepoint Awards: Anvita Adapa, Sophia Alexander, Max
Brisby, Olivia Cutts, Luke D'Arcy, Charlotte Gower, Helena Harter, Anna Lindner Santinoli, Bella Lloyd, Hugo
Jones, James Mead, Wren Myers, Aurelia N, Nandika Prasad, Leopold de Ris, Léonie Ricciardi-Baquié, Oliver
Roland, Noah Scourfield, Eunice Stewart-Wallace, Nishtha Tiwary, Oriana Wei, Alexis Wu Williamson, Carla
Williams, Ethan Xu and Deniz Yakici.

Michaelmas Term ‘Values’ Awards
In order to celebrate the importance of Perse Values, we have introduced four brand new certificates for
each Form at the end of every term. I am delighted that a number of families with strong Perse connections
have donated trophies to accompany these certificates for our Year 6 recipients. Unfortunately the Clarke
family, whose initial idea this was, were unable to attend our assembly today but we were delighted that
members of the Gahlaut, Carey and Richards families who were able to hand over these awards to the
inaugural winners, and also explain why these particular values are so important.

The Gahlaut Trophy for Intellectual Curiosity & Scholarship:
6A George Hunter, 6Alpha Maggie Kent, 6Aleph Benjamin Danesh
The Carey Quaich for Endeavour:
6A Amy Keen, 6Alpha George Crosby, 6Aleph Isabel Tong
The Clarke Bowl for Breadth & Balance:
6A Lexie Billingham, 6Alpha Harry Hutchinson, 6Aleph John Jeffreys
The Richards Cup for Valuing One Another & Our Environment:
6A Aurora Broodbank, 6Alpha Ruolan Wang, 6Aleph Niovi Skordos

YEAR 4 SHOW Robin Hood
Many thanks to Mrs Robertson, Mr Reston and Mr Harris

CHRISTMAS FAIR – many
thanks to Valerie Hirzel
and all the PPP helpers
Yours sincerely

James Piper
Head

We value endeavour, intellectual curiosity and scholarship, breadth and balance,
one another and our environment.

